Phaﬂna.c.y and Poisons.

found that the Bill was rather an iwm-
provement.
Question passed, and the amendment
agreed to.
No. 2-—-Clauge 8, strike out the clause:
Amendment agreed to.
No. 3—Clause 4, strike out the clause:
Amendment agreed to.
No. 4—Add the following new clause:
Section thirty-eight of the principal Act is
repealed, and the following section i8 inserted
in lieu thereof: 1, No person other than—
a, A pharmaceutical chemist; or, b, A person
or company registered under the Companies
Act, 1893, or Friendly Society registered
under the Friendly Societies Act, carrying on
the business of a chemist or druggist or of a
pharmaceutical chemist by and under the
personal supervision of a pharmaceutical
chemiet; or, ¢, a legally qualified medical
practitioner, shall carry on the business of a
chemiet and druggist or pharmaceutical
chemiet. 2, No person otber than—a, A
ghnrma.ceutica-l chemist ; or, b, a legully quali-
ed medical pructitioner, shall assuwme or use
the title of pharmaceutical chemist, pbarma-
ceutist, pharmacist, chemist and druggist,
dispensing chemist, dispensing druggist,
homeopathic chemist, or other words of like
import, or use or exhibit any title, term, or
sign which can be construed to mean that
such person is qualified as a pharmaceutical
chemist. 3, Any person who offends against
the provisions of thia section shall be liable,
on conviction, to a penalty not exceeding
fifty pounds, or to imprisonment for any term
not exceading twelve monthe for every such
offence,

Amendment agreed to.

No. 5—Add the following new clause:

Section thirty-one of the principal Act
and the amendments thereof contained in
section three of the Pharmacy and Poisons Act
Amendment Act, 1899, are hereby repealed,
and the follewing section substituted therefor:
—No person shall sell any poison unless the
bottle or other vessel, wrapper or cover, box or
case immediately containing the same boars
thereon—(a), The word “ Poison’ printed
conspicucusly in letters not less than three-
gixteenths of an inch in size; and (b}, The
name of the article, the name and address of
the vendor, and the address of the shop or
premises from which the article was sold.  All
such matter shall be so printed that the pur-
chager of the article can plainly see the same.

Amendment agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report
adopted, and a message accordingly re-
turned to the Asssembly.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at four minutes
past nine o’clock, until the next Tuesday.
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Tee DEPUTY SPEAKER took the
Chair at 2-30 o’cleck, p.m.

PravErs.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the MiniaTer For Works : Papers
relating to vew Houses of Parliament,
ghowing sugpgested extensions, etc. He
explained that plans would be Jaid on the
table before the next sitting.

Ordered, to lie on the table.

QUESTION—MURCHISON
TRAFFIC.

Me. HIGHAM asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Whether any specia] arrange-
ments bhave been made for the granting
of through waybills or bills of lading for
merchandise sent from Perth or Fre-
mantle to stations on the Murchison
Goldfields railway lines by rail or steamer.
2, If so—1. By what company or com-
panies. 11 If not by all steamers, why
all are not placed on the same terms. 3,
What is the nature of this waybill or bill
of lading, and what concessions, if any,
does it concede to consignors or con-
signees.

Tre MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: 1, No arrangements have yet
I&een]complet.ed. 2 and 3, Answered by

0. 1.

GOLDFIELDS

QUESTION—RAILWAY TICKET REGU-
LATIONS, FINES.

Me. REID, for Mr. Daglish, asked the
Minister for Railways: 1, What number
of men have been fined for breach of
ticket regulutions at the loco. workshops
from lst January, 1903. 2, Whatis the
total amount of such fines. 3, What is
the maximum penalty inflicted. 4, To
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what purpose sach fines are applied. s,
Under what aunthority are such fines
inflicted.

Tae MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: 1, 111. 2, £30 2s.3d. 3, The
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* tion of the House there would be compre-

maximum penalty inflicted up to the .
present has been one and a-half days' -

puy in case of u third breach of the rules.
4, Credited to the railway service benefit
fund. s, 51 Viet., No. 1, 5. 2.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Me. Hiemam, leave of
absence for one fortnight granted to the
member for North Perth (Dr. McWil-
linms) ; and, on motion by Mr. Quinvan,
leave of absence for the remainder of the
session granted to the member for the
Moore (Dr. O’Connor), both on the
ground of urgent private business.

BOULDER TRAMWAYS BILL.

Introduced by the MiNisTER For .

Works, and read a first time.

COLLIE-NARROGIN RAILWAY BILL.

Introduced by the MINISTER FoR
Lawpe. Motion made that the Bill be
read a first time.

Mr. C. J. MORAN (West Perth):
It was to be hoped the Government
would place before members ut once the
information which bad been moved for
concerning the probable traffic, also in-
formation which was collateral and
bearing very directly on the question of
the Collie railway, as to the fuel supply
around the goldfields. Meinbers ought
to have the information on the table now,
and not have it given by the Minister

when moving the second reading. In -
entered into to be completed.

other countries there was a Public Works
Committee, which supplied information

of this character long before the Bill was .

dealt with, and members in those places
were enabled to give an intelligent vote
on the question.

Mz, W. ATKINS (Murray): The
Minister might also give the result of the
examination of the different routes.

Me. M. H. JACOBY (Swan): Full .

reports might alse be made available for
the House regarding the character of the
land through which the railway was to
pass, other than the reports which had
been given by persons not experienced.

It was to be hoped that for the satisfac.

hensive and expert opinions placed before
members regarding the land, to help in
coming to a decision.

Tee MINISTER FOR LANDS (in
reply) : The Government had no reports,
so far ag he knew, bearing ou the nature
of the country from persons other than
experts. The various reports sought for
by members would be made available
when the second reading was moved on
Tuesday next, as he required the reports
at the present time, not having finished
taking extracts from them, and it was
not likely he could place these reports on
the table until he completed his task.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a first time.

SUPREME COURT ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.
Read a third time, and transmitted to
the Legislative Council.

ELECTION OF SENATORS BILL.

Read a third time, and transmitted to
the Legislative Council.

FERTILISERS AND FEEDING STUFFS
ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

IN COMMITTEE.

Me. [LLineworTH in the Chair; the
%t[_:l?rs-mn ror LanDs in charge of the

11l

Clause 1—Short title and commence-
ment : )

Tee MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
J. M. Hopkins) moved that in line 2 the
word “ January” be struck out, and
“July” inserted in lieu, This amend-
ment would allow existing contracts

Amendment passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauses 2, 3, 4 --agreed to.

Clause 5—Publication of certificale:

On motion by the Minisrex, the words
“ Director of Agriculture ™ struck out of
line 3, and * Minister " inserted in lieu.

Clause as ainended agreed to.

Clauses 6, 7—agreed to.

Clause 8—=Seller to give invoice cer-
tificate to buyer:

On motion by the MinisTER, the word
“ before,” in line 3, struck out.

Clause as amended agreed to.

Clause 9-—agreed to.



Fertilicers, efc., Bill.

Clause 10—Warranty on sale of feed-
ing atuff :

On motion by the MinisTER, the words
« percentages of nutritive or other ingre-
dients contained therein” ingerted after
* article,’ in line 3.

Clause as amended ugreed to.

Clause 11—Deficiency in registered
brands:

On motion by the MiNisrer, the word
“ two " struck out of line 8, and “ one”’
inserted in lieun. '

Clause as amended agreed to.

Clauge 12— Offences by sellers :

Tre MINISTER recommended that
this clanse be struck out. The object of
the select committee was to embody these
provisions in ihe regulations; and if it
were found necessary to make alterations
in the percentages, these could be effected
more easily by regulations.

Mgs. Tayron: Would the regulations
be somewhat similar ?

Tur MINISTER: Yes.

Clause struck out.

. Clause 183—Inspectors :

Tue MINISTER: It was desirable
that this clause should be vmitted and
another inserted in lieu. '

Clause struck out,

Clauses 14, 15—agreed to.
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Clause 16— Publication of result of

analysis :

On motion by the Min1sTER, the words
« Director of Agriculture,” in lice 5, were
f_t.ruck out and “ Minister” inserted in
ien.

Clause as amended agreed to.

Clauses 17 to 29—agreed to.

Clause 30—Regulations

Tee MINISTER moved that the

“ Preseribing standards of chemical com-
position or mechanical subdivision to be
observed by uny specified fertiligers.”

Amendment sed, and the clause us
amended ugreed to.
New Clause :

On motion by the Mivrsrer, the
following was added as Clause 12:—

The Governor shall appeint an inspector of
fortilisers for the purposes of this Act, and

may appoint one or more assistant inspectors
of fertilisers.

Preamble, Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.

Annual Estimates. 2057,
ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1803-4.
IN COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.
Resumed from the previous day; Mn.
IvrisaworTE in the Chair.

CoroxNial SECRETARY'S DEPARTMENT
(Hon. W. Kingsmill), estimates to be
farther considered.

Education, £136,260 —vote postponed.

Mines DeparMENT —Estimates post-
poned. .

Lanvps DeparrmeNT (Hon. J. M. Hop-
kins, Minister).

Vote—Lands ond Surveys, £108,420
16s. 8d.

MINISTERAL STATEMENT, ADMINIS-
TRATION.

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS said :
In asking the Committee to give their
favourable consideration to the estimated
expenges in connection with the Lands
Department and the other divisions
under my control, I fully appreciate the
fact that our expenditure is cousiderably
increased ; but I have at the same time
to direct attention to a large increase of
business that has taken place in connec-
tion with the affairs of the Lands
Department, und to the arrears of work
that for years past have been allowed to
accummulate. I do not hesitate to say
that this accumulation of arrears and
the delays which bave taken place in
connection with the inspection of condi-
tional purchase lands and in connection
with surveys of Innd taken up by people
anxious to get on the land and to have

following be added as Subclause (c.): ' their boundary fences erected, have all

tended towards a feeling of dissatisfac-
tion, and have added, as in the past, to
the feeling of resentment towards the
Lands Department. In framing the
Estimates this year provision is made to
bring the whole of these arrears up to
date by the end of the financial year. Tt
iz only a person on the land itself, or one
like myself who has had numerdus cases
brought before his notice, who ecan
realise the absolute importance of having
these arrears taken in hand and carried
out with the greatest expedition possible.

. The reasons guiding me in the increased

expenditure of £50,380 8s. 4d. may be
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summed up in the fuct that, apart from
the whole of these arrears—an old story
wilth which hon, members are conversant
and with which I believe the State is
also conversant—since February and
durtag the last six months the business
of the department has increased by 50
per cent. Hon. members must agree
that if there were no arrears of work,
half the increase of business of that
volume must necessarily bave led to
increased expenditure. I desire to point
out the net increase on the subheads
for the current year, showing the in-
creaged expenditure on the varioua depart.-
ments or divisions under my control, each
of which, when we come to them in detail,

I will endeavour to explain, I hope to
the entire satisfaction of the House. In
Lands and Surveys the inecrease is

£40,456, in Agriculture there is an in-
crease of £6,518, in the Agricultnral
Bank a decreaze of £60, in the Rabbit
Department an increase of £885, in the
Stock Department an increase of £1,985,
and in Woods and Forests an increase
of £645. I wish hon. members to bear
in mind that wlat may be looked on asa
large increase 13 not due to an increase in
salaries. From a return carefully pre-
pared, I find that the increased salaries
paid to my department only total £1,898,
and that this i8 more than counter.
balanced by several items struck out or
reduced. We have had to put on new
officers and provide additional sums for
labour which always come under the
item “salaries” in a department. This
has necessitated an increased expenditure
of £16,840. Speaking of the question of
arrears, the Under Secretary in a minute
says:—

Owing to the chronic trouble of want of
accommodation and also becanse it seemed to
be the impression cutside the department that
it was already overmanned, the appointment
of additional officers necessary has not been
pressad for ag it otherwise wonld have been. I
think the decision to clear off the delays is
a very wicke one, and I am very pleased with it.
‘We can understand, I am sure, from the
nature of the work of the Lands De-
partment, where we have land selection
before survey, that there must be more or
less rome warrears, lecause we cannot
have g staff surveyor and bis camp wait-
ing to go on a block of land imwmediately
some perscon has chosen to apply for it.
Therefore I do not suppose the time will
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ever come under the system of selection
before survey when we will be, strictly
speaking, up to date. I wish to draw
attention to some of the arrears of work
in connection with the drafting division
of the department. If, in years past,
c¢lear returns had been placed before the
House in connection with this department
to show these accumulations and what
was being done to overcome them, they
would not have been allowed to reach
their present stage. The number of 20
scale compilation maps has been reduced
from 66 in May, to 29 in November ; the
number of duplicates from 435 in May
to 379 in November, and the number of
standard plans (80 and 300 scale) from
43 in February to two in November.
Public plans (and these we look on as
urgent) have been reduced from 40 in
April to five this month. Diagrams to
be churted on standard plans were 1,075
in arrears, but in November we reduced
them to 620. Land agents’ plans,
which of course are always coming
back to be brought up to date, have
been reduced from 51 in arrears when
I went into office to 14 to-day; and
I do not mind frankly admitting
that these are 14 too many. I mention
these figures to show that there has been
& healthy reduction of arrears in this
department, and although the Minister
has frequently to take serious exception
to the work and to the awmount of work
being got through by a division, the fact
remains, I believe, that from the time I
asked the department to give the matter
its serious attention the officers have
been working hard and loyally, and when
requested to stay overtime they did it
willingly. | _

Mgz. Piaorr: Were they paid for over-
time ¥

Tae MINISTER: In only one case,
and I will explain it when I come to the
item. From the figures I shall produce
I think members will appreciate the
position T took up. The diagrams to
chart on compilations were 3,724 in
arrears; diagrams 818 and original plans
88. Instructions {0 surveyors have been
reduced from 631 to 391, showing a
healthy reduction, but also with the
instruction issued we still had, when
this return was prepared, 391 arrears
throughout the State. Of Crown grants
156 were in arrear. That was a nominal
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amount so far as they are concerned,
because they are easily worked up, an

during the last three months we have had
them up to date. Tease instruments for °
conditional purchases show that 5,984
remained to be prepared, and pastoral
lease instruments numbered 1,728. On
the question of surveys I way direct |
attention to the enormous increase in the |
work by stating that from the 1st July,
1902, to the end of July, 1903, the
instructions issued to the various sur-
veyors totalled £15,387, and in this year
for the last three months from July to
October the instructions issued totalled
£15,688, an increase over those for the
whole of the previous vear. After all, in
the past Parliament has controlled the
funds, and if this department has had to
suffer these disabilities, members will
reulizse the question as to whether it was
reasonable to expect that, without men or
money, the department could make itself
a popular department either with mem-
bers of Parliameot or with the country.
Tt was altogether absurd to expect it, and
perhaps for a good deal of the eriticism
levelled against the department in the
past—and I was amongst the critics—

Parliament was more to blame than the

department. [MEmMBER: And the Gov-
ernment.] One cannot help blaming the
Government of the day, whoever they
were. The field staff of contract sur-
veyors has been increased by 13 during
the year, so that we have 22 contract
surveyors doing work in the field at
preseat. We have exhausted this Siate
for aurveyors, have Leen advertising in
the East, and still bave vacancies to fill;
go that it has become a question of con-
cern with the Surveyvor General and
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! member when I come to details.

myself to know whether we ghall be able :

to fill these positions.
continne to increase in spite of the extra
men put on. Theyare contract wnen, and
work to the amount of £1,500 per month
comes forward for them to do. On Ist
June the instructions not completed by
the surveyors in the field were valued at
£6,039.

Me. Jacosr:
figures,

work sent ouit to the men, and it is con-
sidered better for comparative purposes
to take the value of the work. Thearrears
have gone back even though we bave

The arrears still

You do not give the :
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appointed 13 additional contract men
and certain additional staff surveyors;
and we have accumulated from lst
June, when we had £6,089 worth out-
standing to £14,000 worth on 5th
November. I am sure members can
i appreciate this fact, that while every
effort is being made at present to over-
come these arrears, the enormous rush -
that is taking place in land settlement
to-day, an increase of 50 per cent., is
surely enough to disorgapise a depart-
ment without having all these arrears of
the.past to overcome. We have 23 con-
tract surveyors employed on coastal dis.
tricts, and 16 on goldfields districts, also
13 salaried officers on coastal districts,
making a total of 42 surveyors in the
field at present. Perhaps it may be said
there would be no difficulty in rubbing
up work with that number. T find that
Mr. Angove has three months’ work in
front of him now, without dealing with
accumulations coming in; Mr. Absolon
hag four months’ ahead, Mr. Brazier
three months’ work, Mr. Crossland four
mounths' work, and Mr. Chamberlin two
months’ work, while instructions have
been issued to Mr. Denny for work
which in ordinary course would take him
nine months to de.  Agr soon as I knew
that, needless to say arrangements were
made to discontinue issuing instructions
to him, and additional salarted officers
were sent to his district, and will be sent
to similar districts to aid in working off
arrears.

Mgr. Jacosy: Which district is that ?

Tue MINISTER : I will tell the hon,
I have
8 plan which is not in this return. Mr.
Flynn has two months' work uncom-
pleted, Mr. Hartung three, Mr. Lefroy
five, Mr. Lymburnn four, Mr. Mitchell
four, Mr. Moss four, Mr. Nunn three,
Mr. Ridley three, Mr. Ruassell four, Mr.
Sainsbury ten, Mr. Turner four, Mr.
Wilson seven, Mr. Waltham two, Mr,
Weeks six, Mr. Watt four, and Mz,
Watkins five. The total value of the
work of these contract surveyors in hand
at this moment is £14,056. 1 mention

. this because I do not wish members to
Tue MINISTER: This iz contract

contemplate any cutting dewn of the
survey vote, which has already been
submitted to the Treasurer’s pruning
knife and will not stand any fa.rbher
curtailment, If I am not wearying
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members, Ishould like them to be in pos-
session of certain other facts. I have made
it clear 1o the Surveyor General that the
House will hold him responsible, as will
the Minister of the day, for having
those arrears cleared off by the end
of the financial year; and it is hoped
that he will succeed. And unless this
" information is given to the House, and
members are put in a position to
take a comparative view of the figures
for this year, next year, and the
years that follow, I fail to perceive how
they can express an opmion on the merits
of the survey vote, which is becoming
such a large item in the expenditure of
this department. Another branch of the
service which has been subjected to much
denunciation at the hands of certain per-
sons is that known as the Tands Inspec-
tion Branch. T should like members to
know what has been done in this connec-
tion. From the lst March to the 12th
November of this year we carried out
1,178 inspections of conditional purchase
blocks on behalf of the land selection
division, and 263 on behalf of the
Agricultural Bank. This gives roughly
an average of about 180 blocks per month
which bave been inspected by our stafi.

Mr. Jacosy: Conditional purchase
blocks ?

Tug MINISTER: Graziog leases and
conditional purchuse blocks, inspected to
see whether the provisions of the Act have
been complied with. Needless to say that
we were working at high pressure. Many
people were calling out for the classifica-
tion of the lands they had applied for,
being aunxious to know whether the
classification was in their opinion reason-
able and fair, so that they might select
the lands. While they were worrying the
department for that classification we were
trying to work off these arrears, and eould
not devote the same attention to con-
ditional purchase lands as we will devote
to them at a later period, in the not
distant future, We have 554 conditional
purchase inspections in afrear, and 120
on behalf of the Agricultural Bank,
giving a total of 664 inspections to be
made. Members are. aware that when
speaking recently at Meckering I an-
nounced that no applications would be
received during this month for grazing
lands within the South-West Division, my
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desire being to enable certain officers of
the department to be brought from
districts where they had completed
their work to aid in districts where
the work was cougested, and to clear
off the whole of the arrears by the end
of the month. We may not clear them
off by the end of the month; but
we are making every possible effort to do
80. Mr. May, the chief inspector of
lands, was previously occupied in the
Lands Office; he is now out inspecting
conditional purchase lands. The two
inspectors of the Agricultural Bank, who
as I think I esplained previously to the
House used to be continually travelling,
have had districts allocated to them ; and
a8 many other inspectors as we can spare
are engaged in overtaking those arrears.
Additional officers will, if necessary, be
engaged ; and when once the arrears are
overtaken, the responsibility for keeping
the work up to date will rest un the
officers to whom it is intrusted. When

! I took office as Minister for Lands it was

my desire to do as much business as
possible, on business lines; and I would
direct attention to the number of appli-
cations approved during each of the last
six months, and the number approved
during the corresponding six months of
1962. No doubt so much detail in

- figures is apt to be wearisome ; but when

T have finished the figures will be printed
in Hansard, and members will have them
for reference during this year. In 1902,
for the month of May the applications
approved totalled 234, and for May of
this year they rose to 376 ; in June, 1902,
the last month in the financial year, only
229 applications were approved, and in
June of this year we approved of 1,265.
It was in June last that the officers
of this division were working late at
night, and received payment for over-
time. Members can appreciate the-posi-
tion in connection with those approvals;
for had we not dealt with them in June
we should have lost a quarter’s rent.
Members may say, “ You would have lost
a quarter’s rent, but you would have got
it at the other end of the term 20 years
hence ;" but the accumulated compound
interest on that sum of money is no small
consideration, and certainly far outweighs
the cost incurred for overtime during thut
month, in putting through the approvals,
bringing the work up to date, and giving
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additional facilities to the public whose
applications were being considered,

Me. Boraes: The public did not get
the land.

Tae MINISTER: They had it locked
up by virtue of their applications; and
they were perfectly satisfied. In July of
last year we approved of 427 applications,
and in July of this year of 373—a
decrease. In August of last year we
approved of 476, and in August of this
year of 432, In Septewber of last year
we approved of 393, and in September of
this year of 1,232. In QOctober, 1902, we
approved of 391, and in October, 1903, of
566. The total for those six months of
1902 was 2,150 approvals, and for the
corresponding prriod of fhis year 4,244 ;
and I am sure members will agree that
this is a wvery appreciable increase.
While it may be wearisome to bear these
figures recounted, there is no other way
by which I ean inform the House of the
quantity of work which devolves on the
Lands Department in dealing with the
increased volume of business. As to the
applications actually received at the head
office from May till October, I shall not
do more than read the number for each
‘month—786, 882, 1,544, 1,172, 1,129, und
833, or a total of 6,146. No detailed
vecord was kept for the corresponding
monibs of the preceding year; so 1 am
unable to give a comparative statement.
Another division of the departinent which
has been called on to perform much
heavier work is thecorrespondence braoch.
Duriog the first 10 months of 1902 the
number of letters despatched was 21,870,
and during the same period of this year
ibe number was 31,592, or an increase of
9,722, showing a much grester volume of
business. The letters, ete., posted and the
telegrams sent for the first 10 months of
1908 —exclusive of letters delivered by
hand, say 10 to 20 a day—were, letters
and telegrams 42,314, packets 7,111, or &
total of 49,425. Thus we may say that
for the 10 months the correspondence
branch has despatched 53,925 communi-
cations of different kinds, including some
4,500 messages sent by hand. This in-
creased volume of work serves to show
that considerable interest in the settle-
ment of this State is being taken abroad;
and more particularly since we have been
occasionally advertising in such papersas
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advertisements have always been followed
by an increased correspondence; and
after the first appearance of the adver-
tisement in the Austrelasian, by the mail
which left Victoria only two days later
we hud 50 inquiries from persons destrous

i of selecting land in Western Australia.

I mention this to show the distinet ad-
vaniage gained by an occnsional adver-
tisement of that kind, as compared with
a full-page advertisement in such old-
world papers as the British dustralasian.

Me. Preorr: What was the cost of
the advertisement in the Ausiralasian ?

Tae MINISTER : Speaking from
memory, I may say about £26 for une
insertion.

M=z. Praorr: What did the British
Australinn advertisement cost ¥

Tae MINISTER: I cannot tell the
bon. member off-hand; but if he desires
the information I shall be pleased to get
it for him. I had the advertisement
reproduced in pamphlet form; and its
cost, including the pamphlets, is certamlv
not £100. Members will recollect that
last year a promise was made by the
Colonial Treasurer, who was in charge of
these Estimates, that some of the divi-
sions of the Nands Office would be
amalgamated.  Those amalgamations
have been effected; and although the
Royal Comuussion recommend that we
should revert to the old system, we are
perfectly satisfied that a distinct advan-
tage has been gained by amalgamating.
On referring to the vote for contingencies,
members will perceive that most of the
works coming under that heading may
be classed as pioneer works. The De-
partment of Agriculture, which mway be
termed the guoide, philosopher, and friend
of the agriculturists of this State, has
done great service, for much of which it
merits considerable praise. Mr. Craw-
ford is temporarily filling the position of
acting Director of Agriculture; snd I
can but say that I believe his selec.
tion was the best we could have made
from within the State civil service.
Ag members know, we are inviting appli-
catione both here and abroad from
persons capable of filling the position,
and the various applicants will then be
dealt with on their merits. There is an
increased expenditure of £556 5s. in
salaries ; that is practically made up from

the Austrataamn and the Bulletin. These | the fact that in the past the manager of
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the Agricultural Bank was Director of
Agriculture, for which he only received
£200. We bave had to increase that
item considerably, and there is an increase
to Mr. Berthold, who is the wheat expert
at Hamel. This officer was given the
option of a position in South Africa at a
salary of #£450 per annumn ; with us he
was drawing £150 a year. Ultimately it
was determined, in preference to losing
his services, to offer him £250 peraonum,
which was £200 per annum less than the
proposal submitted to him by the Govern-
ment of the Transvaal. The department
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were gratified to find that Mr. Berthold

determined to throw in his lot with

Western Australia, and remain here in |

the position which he previously occupied.
There is8 one wmatter which has been

engaging the attention of members, the :

markete, but it is sub judice, and I cannot
make any announcement concerning it
except that we are awaiting anxiously the
judgment which his Honour Mr. Justice
MeMillan may reasonably be expected to
deliver shortly. Members are aware of
the fact that we are wost anxious to get
possession of the markets. It was my
desire, if possible, to reduce the rentals
to the various stall-holders, and I had
hoped, where stall-holders sold nothing
but Western Australian produce, to give
them a considerable reduction in rent. I
go on these lines: these markets were

' natural enemies.

built with the public funds of Western .

Australiza for the purpose of allowing
the producers and the consumers in the
city to come into closer touch with one
another, and unless we have an oppor-

tunity of allowing the stall-holders to .

occupy these stalls at reasonable rates
we cannot hope to achieve the end we
have in view,

The judgment when it is .

delivered may be against the Govern- ,

ment; it may be we will have to give a
geven-years lease. At the same time
whatever the judgment is it is always
open to appeal to the Fuall Court or sub-
sequently to the High Court. The
expenditure in connection with the re-
frigerating works has been increased by
£332 10s. A new ice tank has been
erected in connection with the works, and
with slight additions the refrigerating
chambers will be of greater benefit to the
people using them, more particularly the
small tradesmen dealing in perishables

I3

and people receiving perishables from |
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the country who do not get a market on
the day they receive them. After the
additions have been made, with the sales
of 1ce and the additional freezing power
we shall be able to not cnly pay the
interest and sinking fund but if neces-
sary show a profit; however, there is no
particular desire in that direction. In
connection with contingencies under the
Agricultural Department the experimental
plots and farms are provided with an
increage of £2,500. As members know
these farms were established by a vote
from loan. It is intended now that the
running and working expenses shall
appear on the Fstimates and be charged
to revenue. We have 86 agricultural
gocieties in the State at present, and the
Director of Agricnlture tells me that he
considers these 86 agricultural and horti-
cultural societies are distributing roughly
about £3,250 per annom in prizes.
Members will be interested to learn that
Mr. Compiere, the entomologist of the
Agricultural Department, returned from
Indin to-day, and he reports that there are
considerably over 100 species of the fruit fly
prevalent in India at the present time, but
that no harm comes from the fruit fly
there because all are kept in check by their
Strangely, although
there are 8o muny species of the fruit fly
in India. people do not look upon them
as pests from the manner in which they
are beld in check. Mr. Compiere tells.
me that the West Australian froit fly
is not a native of India, but has been dis-
ringuished and determined by a South
American professor, I forget his nane for
the moment, who has expressed the
opinion that this fruit fly comes from the
east coast of South Awerica. Com.
menting on that fly and its ravages, Mr.
Compiere states that in South Ameriea it
18 not a pest at all. If wehave discovered
the home of that particular fly and it is
no pest there, the entomologist draws the
inference that its natural enemies must
be there also. I may say for the infor-
mation of members that although Mr.
Compiere has been on two trips for this
department in connection with the fruit
fly and other parasites, the cost to the
department has been pructically small in
comparison to the work done and the
countries he has travelled over. QOn his
previous trip he went to the Eastern
States, to China, America, and Europe,
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and I lelieve made a very extensive ex-
amination along the coust of the Medi-
terranean ; that trip cost £300. Since

then Mr. Compiere has wade a trip .

through India, and as I said before
returned to-day ; the total cost of that trip
being £80. We appointed, as members
know, two experts, a bee expert and a
poultry expert, and up to the present they
have done wuch good work.

Me. Jacoey: Do you intend to go on .

with the inquiries about the fruit fly; do
you stil intend to try and obtain the
parusite ?

Tre MINISTER: We hy no means

intend to relinquish the work. Members
 was £23,225. For this year, toshow how

will recollect my having announced in the
House that the Director of Agriculture
at Washington wus willing to aid in the
expenditure necessary. I do not think
we shall abate our efforts in the slightest;
at the same time I believe the horticul-
turists in the Eastern States will interest
themselves in the matter. The Eastern
States in the past refused to bear their
share with this Government as to the

cost, but since then they are taking .

up the question and probably it will
lead to some overtures being made.
Bee and poultry experts have been ap-
peinted, and uotil members really go
into the question of bees they do not
know what a valuable adjunct to the
ordinary farmer bees are. I may take
the opportunity of saying that up to now,
whilethe shows are on, a good deal of work
has been done by the geatlemen holding
these positions; and whilst we recognise
the necessitv of extending their opera-
tions, still I way clearly and distinctly
state that a continvance in the positions
they occupy has to be considered in con-
junction with the value of the work the
do. When the shows are over we shall
be able to look into the question and see
if we get the valoe of the money ex.
pended. I do not want members to run
away with the idea thut because these
experts have been appointed to the posi-
tions that they are there for ever, whether
they are doing good work or nmot. Mr.
Despeissis is away at the present time
making inquiries nto viticulture. His

recent handbook has been very favourably

received and commented on by persons
coinpetent to express an opinion. I am

not a horticulturist, and when these
matters are placed before me by the | that point farther north for a distance of
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! expert officers of the department, I can

only go into them and deal with them
as one's commmon sense leads one. In
reference to the Agricultural Bank, I
have a return which shows the number of
applications received during February
and OQectober, 1903, and the amounts
applied for each month. We received 44
applications in February and 66 in
Qctober ; that shows an increase. The
amount -applied for in February was
£5,000 ang in Qctober £11,500. T have
also a statement showing the applications
received for the year 1901-2. ‘Thatshows
there were 282 applications received for
that year and the total amount applied for

the business of the bank has increased,
we have had 537 applications "totalling
£87,425; so that members will see there
was 2 big increase compared with
the £28225 for the year previous.
From March lst to October 30th we
received 632 applications, which was an-
other big increase for the seven months,
more than twice the number applying
during the whole of the year 1901-2. The
total amount applied for in the seven
months was £114,700. T do not know
whether members are interested, but they
ought to know the amount advanced
during each month by this bark. In
January there was £603; February,
£760; March, £1,348; April, £2,296;
May, £3,618: June, £3,799; July,
£7,725; August, £5689; September,
£6,021 ; October, £6.847; or a total for
the whole period of £38,383. The bunk
has made a profit of £616 16s. 104. for
the year ending on the 30th June last,
which makes a total brought up to date
of £990 10s. 3d. The {otal loans ap-
proved to date amount to £241,800, und
cancellations to £14,000, leaving £227,212,
There is one matter which is apparently
of absorbing interest to members. I
refer to the question of the rabbit-proof
fence, and for members’ informstion I
bave been working pretty constantly
during the past six or eight weeks with a
view of supplying members with as much
information as possible. Starting with
the railway and going north, the first 25
miles of fencing have been finished and
paid for. From that point north for the
next 125 miles a contract is in the hands
of Mr. Dwyer at the present time. From
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100 miles there is another contract in
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progresg, also being carried out by Mr. |

Dwyer. Coming back to the railway and
going south, the first 25 miles of fencing
south of the railway have been finished.
From that point there is a contract in
progress of 145 miles, and this work is
being carried out by Mr. Cocking, the
total cost being £9,142 10s. Mr. Cocking
hag received on account of that contract
£5,250 15s., whilst the balance in hand
is £3,891 15s. This contract, I regret to
say, is an unsatisfactoryone. I have the
reports dealing with it, and I do not know
if it would be wise for me to worry mem-
bers by reading the reports in detail now.
I was thinking perhaps members would
prefer, when we come to the Rabhit
Department, to take the whole of these
reports acked for, and they can be read
at that particular time and dealt with.
In connection with that contruct the wire
netting is supposed te be six inches
undergronnd, the trench properly made,
and the earth returned and rammed.
As a matter of fact it is reported that the
wire metting is jn places two inches
underground, and the workmanship has
been badly carried out. The fencing
posts, for example, are wooden ones, and
are 300 feet apart, whereas iron standards
were to have been erected. Instead of
these posts being put into the ground in
accordance with the specifications, they
have been cut off; and members can
nnderstand that when these standards
are not put in at a proper distance, but
are 300 feet apart, and they are wonden
posts, the work cannot be satisfactory. I
am speaking more particularly with
regard to this contract. What I purpose
doing is to take from the control of the
Rabbit Department this work and place
it under the Minister for Works, or to
ask him to give me a thoroughly reliable
enginger whom I canm trust with thig
work, and on whose certificates I will
pay; but unless the certificate is forth-
commg —_—

M=z. Moran: You do not want an
engineer for a rabbit fence.

Tug MINISTER: That is just the
point. Other people anticipated that in
the past, but bad we had an engineer
with a reputation at stake and with
continuity in the service, I venture to say
the contragt would not have been in the
condition it is in to-day.

|

!
f
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Me. P1aorr : Why did you votappoint
a man?

Tee MINISTER: I want to eay that
the Lands Department is a pretty big
one, and I think a certain amount of
credit is due for iny having reached the
stage I have in time to save the country
from having probably passed for pay-
ment a fence which is certainly not up to
the specification by a very long way. I
have done the best I could.

Me. JacoBy: What you want is an
honest man ; not an engineer.

Tuae MINISTER: An honest wman is
8o like a dishonest one that T am afraid
even the member for the Swan would
bave a difficulty in distinguishing him on
some ¢LCASIONS.

Mr. Jacosy: You have to look for
him to find him out.

Ter MINISTER: I am convinced
that had we had one of our engineers
with continuity of service, the blunders
which have been made would not have
bappened. However, we cannot help
that. I will net express an opinion on
the other fencing contmets, because I
bave nothing to guide me in regard to
them.

Mg. Preorr: You do oot koow what
they are like ¥

Tae MINISTER: I mean I have no
independent testimony bearing on the
contracts other than the report of the
Rabbit Department, which says they are
reasonably satisfactory. I bave given 25
miles south of the railway finished, 145
miles south of that in progress and un.
satiefactory, 25 miles south of that
finished and paid for by Walsh and
Ginnetty, or rather the work was done;
and the work 30 miles south to Starva-
tion Bout Harbour has been done and
paid for. That section of the fence has
been causing some considerable annoy-
ance, because of the difficulty of building
a fence there thut will stand the ocean
and other natural disabilities and features
of the country. T have just completed
arrangementa for the advance of. wire
netting to scttlers in the locality of
rabbit-infested distriets, in order that
they may get their boundaries fenced;
and although for the moment I have not
arrangements made, I hope that a little
later on we shall be able to help those
people with subdivision. Having some
litlle Imowledge of rabbits and their
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habits in the BEastern States, T myself
believe thal the boundary fence will be of
very small aesistance. The fence may
turn the rabbits back, but it remains to
be seen whether under pressure they will
not get over the fence.

. MR. Preorr: The fence ought to be
properly constructed.

Tre MINISTER: One will find
rabbits hanging by a claw in a tree at a
height of seven or eight feet, where they
have gone after leaves. If one puts a
rabbit into  yard which is fenced with
three-feet netling, 1 venture to say—and
I am not speaking without experience—
that such rabbit will, if you press him,
go up the wire and over it; and this is
recognisedeven by the depa.rtment, becanse
where therc are trap yards they have a
covering uver the fence. A rabbit will
readily go up wires. Itremains to beseen
whether under pressure they will not go
up the wire on the boundary fence. I
believe a fence has a tendency to turn the
rabbits along it, but how far north they
can go remains to be seen.

M=r. Moraw: A good fence is an abso-
lute bar. That is the experience in the
Eastern States.

Tae MINISTER: There is a good
deal of controversy on that point, but T
am stating what I know to be absolutely
true.

M=z Monran: Yon never beard a rabbit
expert in the Eastern States say the
rabbits came in over a fence.

Tae MINISTER: I do not say they
would do so. J said it remained to he
seen what they would do under pressure,
and I have told you what they will do in a
yard. We have 160 miles of netting on
hand, and I have completed arrange-
ments to supply netting to persoms who
desire it to fence their holdings.

M=z. Jacosr: You ure referring to
people west of the fence.

Tre MINISTER: I am prepared to
consider applications from persons west
of the funce. I believe there are people
holding good land, and if we can meet
them reasonably, I see no reason why we
ghould allow those properties to be sacri-
ficed to the invading horde of rabbits.

Mg. Jacosy: The rabbits are on this
side of the fence, are they ? ,

Tre MINISTER: Yes. When we
come 10 the reports [ will give the
information T possess. I believe the
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rabbits are this side of the fence, not in
one but in several places; and although
the testinony is dispated in a measure,
the fact remains, and I believe thut if
any member chooses to go, he will find
in every instance the reports verified.

Mz. Jacopy: Have you a party out
now ?

Tre MINISTER: No; notfat present,
except that we have some rabbiters at
work this side of the fence searching for
and endeavouring to exterminate any of
those rabbits which are on this side, and
of course there are the boundary riders
on the fence, but other than those we
have no parties out at the present time.
Turning to the Stock Department, mem-
bera will see that the salaries total
£3,012 10s. For this year the actual
expenditure for salaries in the Stock
Department only totalled £2,030,and that
shows a saving of £982. Members will
see tbe item ¢ Chief Inspector, £550,”
and that item is right, There is an item
¢ Acting Chief Inspector,” and that will
lapse. I do not kmow whether T may
not go into these details a little later on,
when I purpose asking the Committee to
alter the item " Quarantine depit for
tick cattle, Hine's Hill, £2,000.”

Mz. Morar : The House asked you to
alter that.

Tae MINISTER : I am not aware 1t
did.

Mk. Moraxv: Yes; the House dis-
agreed with that recommendation.

Tre MINISTER: The guestion of
dipping was what wmembers directed
attention to. Those cattle might still
have been dipped and sent there for a
probationary period. T purpose to alter
that item to “ Quarantine depbts, dips,
and veterinary experiments, £2,000.” I
think that will probably meet our require-
ments, and then we can leave the vote as
it stands. We have recently dipped 50
head of cattle for Copley, and 50 for
Connor and Doherty. Those catile were
very carefully examined after the second
dipping with the view of ascertaining
whether there were any ticks alive upon
them. Out of the 100 bullocks there
were two which appeared to the Chief
Tnspector of Stock to have live ticks
upon them, and those bulloeks were
immediately taken into the slaughter-
yard, killed, and carefully examined.
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Mgz. Moran : Did not those ticks have
a chance of getting on after the second
dipping ?

Tee MINISTER: I do not think
they bhad. Experience and the experi-
ments made seem to point to the fact
that ticks will not attach themselves to a
bullock within a certain period from the
Lime it has been through the dip.

M=z, Moran: Tick will do so the
moment the cattle arrive.

Tae MINISTER: 1 am speaking on
the advice and opinions of those people
engaged in the trade, and the expert
opinion of the chief veterinary surgeon,
Mr. Weir.  There were only two out of
the lot, which goes to show that the
dipping has been in this instance very
successful.  These cattle are now doing
8 three-weeks additional probationary
quarantine in order that any risk such as
the member for West Perth contem-
plates may be removed.

Mz, Jacopy: What was the result
of the examination after they were
slaughtered ?

Tue MINISTER : After slaughter, it
was found there were no live ticks on
either of them, That goes to show fairly
clearly that although 100 bullocks, two
lots of 50 ecach, have been dipped, the
result of the experiment has been highly
satisfactory to those persous who ad-
vocate dipping.

Me. Burokes: Were live ticks on them
before they were dipped ?

Tae MINISTER: No. Mr. Weir
was not sure whether he would find
live ticks on them, for he had his
suspicions about those two, and they
were all carefully inspected. He had
those two slanghtered with the view of
determining the doubt which had arisen
in his wmind, and he found there were
no ticks on either of them. I think the
House should be in possession of this
information, and for that reason I give
it. On the 10th of this woath 48
bullocks were dipped, and on the 11th,
250. I think it would be worth while
for members to go down and have a look
at bullocks in their present condition,
and they would see then what the result
of the dipping has been.

Me. Preorr: What is your opinion as
to the effect of the quarantine
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Tae MINISTER : I would not caieto
express an opinionm, because I have not .
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got the statistics in detail regarding thege
cattle; but I understand that so far
there has been no mortality, and that the
cattle have come through that very well.
I think nothing conveys a better idea to
any observer than to go and see for him-
self, and for that reason if any member
or members are interested in the problem
I will be only too glad to arrange with the
Stock Department to have the investiga-
tions made when they may be present to
judge for themselves upon the precautions
taken and upon the conclnsions eventu-
ally arrived at. I have spoken for a
considerable length of time—it is just on
the adjournment—and in doing so I have
only been actuated by one desire, that
being to give to members ull the informa.-
tion possible, and so far as all the brauches
of my department are concerned I have
nothing that I wish to keeF from them.
My only desire is to give all the infoma-
tion poseible iv order that it may render
the eriticism more easy, because the fact
has been established that no person had
the informution in previous years, and no
person knew exactly how to get informa-
tion dealing with technical and professional
points, surveys and drafting, and things
of that kind; but I have had returns
prepared and put before me once a week
showing exactly what has been done, and
I am convinced that the department is
now going to work in a direction which
must meet with the approval of all mem-
bers. In asking members to take into
considerntion the Estimates of the Lands
Vepartment, and the divisions in them, I
do so with a feeling that there is not an
item in these Estimates which I believe
cannot be fully substantiated to the
satisfaction of any reasonable man,

[Sitting suspended for 10 minutes.
General discussion ensued on the lands
administration and estimates.]

Me. PIGOTT : The Minister’s speech
was most welcome; for it contained
much information which might not
otherwise have heen available. The most
striking item referred to was the rabbit
invasion. If this assumed in Waest-
ern Australia the form it took in other
States, we had serious tronble to face.
Without being pessimistic, one might say
the trouble would be more serious than
the Government anticipated. He (Mr.
Pigott) blamed the Government for their
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inaction.
cient precautions was proved by the
Minister's statement, which was the
greatest possible condemnation of de.
partmental administration which any-
one could devige. For years past money
had been lavishly voted for the erection
of rabbit-proof fences. Some unavoid-
able delays arpse ; but when the material
came to hand, the Government should,
without loss of time, have had an effec.
tive fence erected. Yel the Minister
calmly stated that at least 145 miles of
the fence was useless.

TeE MinisTEr: It was not passed or
paid for; and it was answering the
purpose for the time being, though not
in accordance with the specification.

Mg. PIGOTT: That had uvought to
do with the question. The paltry saving
of the woney not paid was a drop in the
ocean compared with the damage done
to the country. Kvery possible effort
should have been made to have the fence
properly erected, as the people were
relying on the Government to protect
them from this horrible scourge, and the

Ministry had been given a free hand to

incur whatever expense they thought fit
in erecting the fence. The Minister wus
not prepared to give a definite answer us
to whether any other portion of that
fence wus useless. Was the whole of the
fence in a bad state ?

Tae Minisrer said be thought not.
He had stated the true position, and that
the rest of the fence was in accordance
with the specifications.

Me. PIGOTT: Surely ne member of
the Committee would be satisfied with
that reply.

TaE MinNistee: So far as the secre-
tary of the department knew, the answer
was correct.

Mz. PIGOTT: It was the duty of the
Government to knew,

THE MintsTer: Decidedly; and if he
had thorough confideace in Tnspector
White he (the Minister) would be pre-
pared to stand by the reports. Imme-
diately he lost confidence in Mr. White,
Mr. White was dispensed with.

Mgz. PIGOTT: The faulty work had
continued for many months. The fence
was comnmenced two yvears ago; and

to-day the Minister could not say whether |

any portion of it had heen properly
erected.
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Tug Minisrer: Members could deal
with each fencing contract as we came to
it in the items

Mr. PIGOTT: And when all the
fences were erected and the rabbits were
all over the country, we should know
that the fenmces were inefficient. The
Minister spoke of the trouble arising
through departmental work being in
arrear. In this the Minister had one’s
full sympathy; but the only way to clear
off the arrears was by employing sufficient
men to do the work. If the Government
had come to the House and said that 50
or 100 extra men had been pat on to
clear off arrears, the House would have
been satisfied. The work had to be done,
and therefore it should be carried out
propetly. Reference had been made to
the dipping of cattle at Fremantle; but it
would be advisable to bring that matter
forward when the items were being con-
sidered. It was a fact the Government
had not been as careful as they should in
regard to the administration of the
Rabbit Department.

Mr. MORAN: It was to be regretted
that the Minister had not been able to
supply the file in which the rabbit
question was dealt when he (Mr,
Moran) was Minister for Lands, and be
hoped the file would be placed in bis
hands when the consideration of the
Rabbit Department came on.

Tae MINISTER : One wus at a loss to
know what the bon. member wanted.
Considerable trouble had been takeun tu
get the files asked for by the member,
and if mformed what file the member
wanted, he would send a special mes-
senger for it.

Mg. MORAN: The file which he
wished to lay before the Committee was
the ome in which he, as Minister for
Lands, traversed the question and went
carefully into it and prepared a long
recommendation for Cabivet setting forth
what it was thought the immediate cost
of undertaking the work would be, and
recommending the taking then and
there, if within a week of dissolution, the
money out of revemue or loan or any
monevs in hand to proceed with the
rabbit fence before any other work was
undertaken in Western Australia. The
most culpable delay had taken place by
the CGovernment in dealing with the
mutter. The prezent Minister hud nothing
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to do with it; but we could not distinguish
between the different units of the Ministry.
He had to lay a charge against the Gov.-
ernment that they had criminally neglected
this great and vital question. Speaking
generally, he wished to review the history
of the past; and sammed up as far as the
various (Grovernments were concerned, it
was that the rabbit question was never
seriously considered in the House under
8ir John Forrest. That gentleman never
had considered it, and the languor of the
agricultural members backed bim up, and
they allowed the interests of their con-
stituents to be brought to the position
which we knew to-day, There was this
to be said for the agricultural members:
the danger then was only foreshadowed.
It was thought, and it was hoped and
helieved by everyhody in Western Aus-
tralia, that rabbits could not possibly
cross the great Australian desert. He
confessed that he did not think they
could, and ne one else believed it.

Me. Burees: It was known in Sir
John Forrest's time they were coming.

Me. MORAN: Later on, “a cloud no
bigger thao a man's hand " began to
show itself on the horizon; it was 2
rabbit or two. No proof of the rabbits
was found, and old West Australians,
born and bred in the State. said that if
rabbits were found, they were relica of
some turned loose in the old days, and
instead of comiog from east to west had
travelled away from west to east. The
varions Governments never looked on
this as an approaching catastrophe in the
proportion that it now assumed. Nobody
in this Parliament, or in power at the
time, seemed to recognise with what
celerity a rabbit invasion could be brought
about, and if they did, it was thought
there was an impassable barrier in the
Australian desert. Aectivity was brought
into the matter enrly enough to have
been effective when he (Mr. Moran)
was Minister for Lands for a brief
period in this State. He regretted
always to have to refer to his occu-
pancy of an office of that kind, becauze
one should be judged by works and not
what one stated; bnt after being out of
the department for two years it was
necessary to speak on this matter so that
the people of the country could know
who were their true friends. This matter
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leading question of it. He did not wish
to be egotistical, but he must say that it
was his golemn belief that a great injury
and loss to the farming industry of
Western Australia were caused when he
relinguished the position of Minister for
Lands; he firmly believed that, whatever
other shortcomings he might have. No
Cabivet which he belonged to would have
been left long without having thrown
under their noses the importance of this
work, Had the elections resulied
differently for the Throssell Government,
the rabbit-proof fence would have been
constructed from shore to shore in the
shortest possible time on record; the
work would have been done, and done
well.

Tae MinisTEs: The hon. member
should recollect his Premier’s references
to the recommendations.

Me. MORAN: One was not defending
the then Premier, who was an agricultural
member. He (Mr. Moran) recommended
that meoney ought to be made available
from loan or from reappropriation or
revenue, and the work sghould be carried
out before any other work in Western
Australia, even before the Coolgardie
Water Scheme; and be believed his
minute would bear him out in this. The
great. work was the construction of a
rabbit-proof fence of the latest approved
fashion, not a little bit of a patch in the
desert that rabbits could not find if they
wanted to; not such a work as that
undertaken by the Leake Government of
10 miles north and 10 miles south. He
{Mr. Moran) calenlated that the work to
he efficiently made should stait from the
southern ocean and run to the Eastern
Groldfields railway line and sufficient to the
north of that for the time being to block
all possible chance of the rabbits, and
continued to the northern shore. After-
wards a fence could have been run across
from the Ninety Mile Beuch to shut in
the whole of the Kimberleys, and around
the South Australian border if need be.
He strongly recommended as a second
line of defence that a rabbit-proof fence
should be constructed from Albanyalong
the Great Svuthern railway line, becaunse
that fence could be watched every hour
of the day. He also recommended that
the country should be blocked off into
sections similar to Queensland. A fence

was brought before him and he made a | should be run from Booracoppin down to
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meet the other fence nortb, also that a
fence should be taken along the Midland
railwey line to Greraldton and on to the
Cue goldfields to tap the eastern fence
there ; that would be another block, He
recommended that the country should be
blocked into divisions and rabbit boards
appointed. That would be the first line
of defence. No expense was too great,
and he recommended, he thought, that
the upkeep would be £7,000 a year.
He thought it would not be unfair to
put some small tax on the landholders of
Western Australia, a stock tax per head
or a land tax if necessary. He looked on
this as a national work. What was the
use of all the magnitude of figures which
had been laid before the Committee
to-day by the Minister, if the rabbits were
to destroy settlement ¥ Those who kuew
what the rabbits meant could tell the
Committee. It meant ten times the
expenditure in desultory work, fencing in
this and that man’s land. The bulk of
the settlers taking up land to-day could
not afford to fence with rabbit-proof
fencing, He had outlined the recom-
wendation which he had made, and he
felt strongly on the question, The then
Premier thought, that we should mark
time until after the elections, which were
close at hand. He (Mr. Moran) would
not mark time any more than he would
murk time if he saw a burglar coming
into his house. Nothing would have
interfered, if be had been Premier of the
State, with the starting of the work and
committing the country to the cxpenditure
of it. No rules or regulations could be
laid down. The Government should move
while they could, and not wait for form-
alities. Very little delay took place. Mr.
Throssell went out of office and he (Mr.
Moran) lost his seat, he regretted to say,
but it was for nothing in connec-
tion with the admiuistration of the
Lands Department ; he lost his seat
through the old private trouble which
had dogged him for years. The Leake
Government came into office and had
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been there for three years, and on their !
shoulders rested nine-tenths of the blame -

in connection with the rabbit-proof fenc-
ing. If the Forrest Government were
cureless when danger was approaching in
the distance, the Leake Government were
careless and incompetent when danger was
nigh. The Miniater had taken credit for
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discovering that the fence was badly built;
but there was precious litile bepefit. No
Governwent could have been more culp-
able than the Leake Government, which
followed the Throssell (Government.
There was blame resting oun the Thros-
sell Admivistration ; but with o new
Premier and the elections approaching,
the question of commencing so large a
work this month or next ‘month would
not appesr a pressing matter. The
rabbit wave was uow fast approach-
ing, and the value of agricultural and
especially pastoral land must depreciate
in direct ratio to the spread of rabbits,
No greater pest ever struck Australia or
New Zealand than the rabbite ; mitigated
in some places by the export of dead
rabbits or rabbit skins. The muagnificent
industry which once covered the land
round Luke Wakatipu (New Zealand)
had gome, and now s few men were
waking a scauty living by exporting
rabbit skins. While pleased to heur the
Minister's remurks about the adininistra-
tion of the Lands Department, and the
numerous figures be quoted, yet these
details did not convey much information
to members. The Minister was not lack-
ing in energy, but one could not assert
the same of his experience, for he was a
very modern convert to views he had
recently expressed about the importance
of agriculture in Western Australia. For
a time he traversed parts of this State
only to proclaim it useless as an agri-
cultural country; still it was something
now to find he had awakened from that
sleep.

Tur Minierer ror Lawps: Could the
hon. member quote extracts.

Mze. MORAN : Every member present
would know that what he was saying was
the truth, without quoting extracts.
Only a few months ago, the hon. member,
now Minister for Lands, was loud in his
advocacy for putting on a line of steamers
to New Zealand, because he said the
farmers in this country could not grow
produce sufficient for the requirements of
the population. The hon. gentleman,
instead of being an ardent free-trader,
had now become a rabid protectionist.

Me. Jacosy: It would be a good thing

* if he had.

Mr. MORAN: The hon. gentleman
now not only advocated the favouring of
local preducers, but he would go too far
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in that direction and do a great injustice,
for he proposed that the Government
should grant free stalls in the Perth
markets for the sale of local produce, but
any produce imporied from Hobart or
other outside places, if sold in the Perth
warkets, must be sold at stalls that paid
a rent.

Me. BurgEs : The hon. member would
not give the local agriculturists any
advantage.

Mr. MORAN: If the member for
York would consider, be would find that
he (Mr. Moran) was the agriculturists’
best friend ; but he did object to a pro-
posal that, in addition to the present

rotection through the customs, the
importer of produce from outside should
be farther handicapped against the local
producer. That was going a step too
far.

Tee Mivisrer: What were these
markets erected for?

Me. MORAN: I it was intended to
discriminate in this way, better say
nothing about it. The Minister's pro-
posal only showed how circumstances
altered cases; and the circumstance of
the hon. member being now Minister
for Lands had changed his views
conaiderably.

M. Jacony: And a good job too.

Mz MORAN: It was a good job.
We now got energy directed to the settle-
ment of lands, instead of that energy
being exerted againat the settlement of
our lauds. As to salaries in the Lands
Department, there appeared to have been
1o method in the increases given. Length
of service was certainly not considered.

Tue Mintster: Would the hon. mem-
ber state definite instances ? -

Mgr. MORAN : These could be staied
when dealing with items. As to ability,
in determining the increases one failed
to find on whose recommendation the
Minister acted. Ia one instance, accord-
ing to the papers of the department the
Ministerial predilection was the only
guide. The head of the department
recommended a man who was doing good
work for am increase, but the Minister
refused that increase three times over,
and no reason given except that the
position was said to be worth so-and-
80.
Tae MinisreEr For Lanng: Who was
this man ?
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Mg, MURAN: When items were
dealt with, these instances could be
pointed to. As to the argument about
scarcity of money for doing the necessary
work of the department, he asked mem-
bers to consider which would have been the
more statesmanlike, to put additional
money and additional energy into the
erection of a rabbii-proof fence, or sink
£40,000 in the secret purchase of land at
Rocky Bay for works which were not yet
even tallred about ; this expenditure being
made without the sanction of Parliament,
and against the advice of the Auditor
General. The return received last year
from the investment of that £40,000 ap-
peared to he £400; a magnificent invest-
ment! We were told the remedy was to
hand over the rabbit-proof fence to be
managed by the Minister for Works,
after the rabbits were in. No doubt if
that Minister had had the matter in
hand from the first, he might have
made a success of the fence; but to
say now that there was any remedy
in employing a civil engineer to put
up a rabbit-proof fence after the rab-
bits were in was like employing the
Colonial Architect to erect a fowl-house.
If the Minister for Works had faken in
hand the erection of the rabbit-proof
fence, he might bave seen that good men
were put on the job, and might have
tried even the much-maligned day labour
for erecting the fence properly, instead of
the system of private contract once more
“ vooking " this country and destroying
the fence. If this transfer to the Minister
of Works would have the effect of taking
this work from an incompetent to a com-
petent department, he wonld approve of
that, As the matter stood, he would
now recommend the Government to turn
attention to the second line of defence.
[MemBER : Where was that ¥]  The rail-
way system of the country was prac-
tically the second line of defence. He
did previously recommend leaving the
railway line at Kellerberrin and skirting
across to include Greenbills and York.
Of course it was not practicable to save
every man whose land was threatened,
nor was it practicable to save every
electorate. Do the best that was pos-
sible in the circumstances. Queensland
was traversed in all directions by rabbit-
proof fences; and any man who said
a rabbit-proof fence was no good was an
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unreliable authority. A fence properly
erected was effective when well watched.
The man who talked abont rabbits
climbing wire fences was talking fiction,
for no authentic instance had been found
in Australia. There were plenty of
instances of rabbits getting over with the
aid of an inclined plane against a fence, or
a flood, or even the aid of a man’s hand.
Constant patrolling was the ouly effective
safeguard. Washaways under the fence
coulﬁl1 ot be prevented, nor could one
prevent débris from piling up against the
fence ; hence the necessity for continuous
supervision. In the goldfields prospecting
areas there should be gates in the fence,
heavy penalties being provided for failure
to close them. The fence should have
been taken through nearly uninhabited
country. Rabbits travelled in a widely-
extended body; and the few which might
have got through the fence could have
been easily dealt with. DBetter erect the
fence along the Great Southern line.
Make a triangle, by going from Keller-
berrin to Katanning. Fence the line
from Perth, if desired, but certainly from
York or Northam to Burracoppin, to
meet the other fence. The bulk of the
rabbits were south of the Eastern Gold-
fields railway. He bad heard of none to
the north.

Tue MinisTER: Some had been found
to the north. .

Me. MORAN: To fence the line as
suggested would prevent the bulk of the
rabbits from reaching the north; and if
any were to the north, fence the Midland
rallway and the Murchison line, and carry
the fence acrogs to join the main trane-
continenta] fence.

Mr. Borees: That would leave out
nearly all the good country.

Mg. MORAN: It did not follow that
because some good country was left out,
all land which could now be made sufe
should be abandoned.
where they were.
safely be erected farther east than the
railway line, erect it. Anyhow, if rabbits
were coming to Western Australia, the

most effective precaution was the Queens- -

land system—to divide the State into
areas under rabbit boards, as he (Mr.
Moran) recommended long ago. He

would now introduce a subject which -
He,

would astonish the Committee.
when Minister for Lands, recommended
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the appointment of a rabbit expert
to be plaved, if necessary, at the head
of a small department consisting of the
expert at the head office and the necessary
men to do the work., At that time there
happened to be working for the West
Australian newspaper Mr. Keeley, a
journalist from Queensland, who made
himself known to bim (Mr. Moran) asan
enthusinst in the prevention of rabbit
incursions. Mr. Keeley wrote some able
articles on the subject, some of which
appeared in the West Auetralian. On his
(Mr. Moran's) recommendation, Mr.
Keeley applied for the position of secre-
tary to the Rabbit Department about to
be formed, and would have accepted a
salary of £300 a year. Mr. Keeley's
application referred to the Hon. Williamm
Allen, a well known member of the
Queensland TUpper House and president
of the Pastoralists’ Federal Council of
Australia; Mr. John Cawmeron of Brisbane,
of the United Pastoral Association of
Queensland; Mr. Charles Lumiey Hill,
whom we all knew as a pastoral and
rabbit expert, a member of the Queens-
land Parhament; Mr. W. W, Hood, of
Rockhampton, president of the Central
Rabbit Board ; aud Mr. J. G. A. Peddle,
executive officer of the Central Queens-
land Pastoral Association, Courier Build-
ings, Brisbane. He (Mr. Moran) sent
the following wire to each gentleman,
asking for particulars :—

I am appointing officer to deal with rabbit
question. A. BE. Kceley, at one time an official
of the Pastoral Associntion of Queensland, has
applied for the position. He appears to have
a good grip of the rabbit question. He has
wentioned your name as a reference. You
will oblige me greatly by wiring your opinion
of him to fill the position. Reply paid, on
BETVICH,

Mr. Peddle replied :—

Know Keeley well. Sure he will carry vut
He must have good
grip of the rabbit gquestion from connection
our association Brisbane, and has bush experi-

Mr. Hood replied :—

Re your wire ahout Keeley. He is a good
officer; man well posted up in pastoral and
rabbit-board matters.

Mr. Ransome, assistant secretary of the
United Pastoralists' Association, re-
plied :— )

Mr. Keeley was agsistant secretary of this

. association for over four years, during which
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time he gave satiefaction.
here the Habbit Acts of this State were 1atro-
duced and passed, and this nssociation took
an active part in getting them pasaed throngh
Purliameant; 80 Mr. Keeley had a good oppor-
tunity of getting an imsight into the rubbit
question as it affocted this State, and should
be able to give your department valuable
assistance on this question.

Mr. Lumley Hill wired :—-

Can confidently recommend Keeley for any
position to deal with rabbit pest. Hon.
William Allen, late chairmau of the Pastoral
Association, and still member of the Central
Rabbit Board, testified moat strongly and
warmly as to his energy, zeal and ability both
a8 bushman and intelligont active secretary.
Myr. John Cameron wired :-—

Yours r¢ Keeloy. He was for some time an
official of the Pastoralists” Association, during
which time he gave satisfaction, and obtained
a good ineight into all pastoral matters, in-
cluding the wortking of the Rabbit Acts, and
the rabbit question generally.

The Hon. William Allen wired :—

Your telegram received to-day. Regarding
Mr. Keeley, I saw your telegram yesterday to
My, Hill, and his reply, and confirm the same,
I have a high opinion of Mr. Keeley’s ability,
intelligence, probity, and ateadiness; and he
was accountant and assistant secretary to the
Pastoralists Association while I was president,
and got good knowledge of the working of the
Rabbit Act, and has also station experience.
He (Mr. Moran) recommended Cabinet
to appoint Mr. Keeley, and the Throssell
Cabinet approved the appointment. A
letter was sent to Mr, Keeley informing
him that his qualifications were strongly
testified to Dby the wires from gentlemen
to whomn Mr. Keeley had referred, and
that the then Premier was entirely satis-
fied with the recommendations, and was
like him (Mr. Moran) of opinion that
Mr. Keeley was eminently suited for this
pesition, the salary of which would be £300

r annum temporarily, but would doubt-
ess beincreased when Parliamentary sanc-
tion to the appointment was obfained.
That was minuled on to Cabinet at the
salary mentioned. Then came the break
in the Administration. The next note he
saw on the file was:
exgenditure for the approval of the
Colonial Secretary.” It was approved
by Mr. Illingworth (then Colonial Secre-
tary). The next thing that happened
wag that the gentleman now holding the
position in the Rabbit Department was
appointed. Although Mr. Keeley had
been appointed by himself (Mr. Moran),
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he failed to know why the Leake Govern-
ment cancelled the appointment or what
reacons were given for so doing.
The gentleman who was subsequently
appointed did not have a single recom-
mendation; at any rate thers was no
recommendation on the file. He had
the jacket dealing with the appointment,
and it contained in the first place a
clipping of an interview which appeared
in the West Australian with this gentle-
man. Mr. Wilson had evidently arrived
from somewhere. And then there was a
telegram to Mr. Wilson asking him to
accept the position, and that it would be
necessary for him to be here on the 7th
August. The reply was received from
Brisbane accepting the appointment, and
stating that he would be here by a
certain day and would wire from South
Australin. Mr. Wilson was appointed.
This was one of the first administrative
acts of the Leake Goverument. He
wished the Comwittee to compare the
two files, showing the action {aken by the
two Ministers, and it would be found
that this was the beginning of the trouble
in connection with the rabbit question.
He exonerated the Colonial Treasurer of
that time, because he found the Treasurer
approved of the recommendation made.
There was no link to connect Mr. Wilson
with the appointment whatever. He
(Mr. Moran)} had shown how an officer,
who had been appointed on the highest
references in Australia, was dealt with;
Was it political patronage ?
Was it spite or spleen against a
departing Minister ? It was a disgrace-
ful episode in the political history of
Western Australia. In the face of that
matter, he asked the Committee could
one absolve or hold the Leake Govern-
went blameless in connection with the
rabbit question? That was the initial
step taken by them, that piece of political
favouritism, or perhaps nepotism. What
were we to expect, with the revelations
coming right along the line down to the
preseut time, and resulting to-day in the
Minister for Lands taking the drastic
action which he had taken of rising in
his wrath and “sacking” every man far
and wide, without discriminating wheo
was right and who was wrong. Perbaps
the Minister was doing a big 1njustice to
the man who had borne the heat and
burden of the day He (Mr. Moran) did
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not think half the truth was known in ! that line would cost to assist the present
connection with this matier yet. The | settlers, and if the Government were

Minister for Lauds had taken s drastic
action. Like most young and enthusi-
astic men, be had done this. He (Mr.
Moran) was young and enthusiastic too
when in that position, he brought to bear
about the sume amount of emergy into
that department; but he bhad a little
more knowledge tban the present Minis-
ter had. And why s;houldp he not bring
more knowledge to that department ?
He had eight years of Parliamentary
experience, and the hon. member had one
year. He (Mr. Moran) was an enthusiast
oun behalf of the settlement of the coun-
try, and had been so for 12 years. He
took a comprehensive interest in every-
thing affecting agriculturists in Western
Australia. He had written of the possi-
bilities af the State, 12 years ago, officially
to the Press of Queensland, and he bad
ingpected all the well-known portions of
this country. He (Mr. Moran) was not
a convert when he took the position. He
certainly would not have been placed there
if he had been a neophyte. He was not
blaming the Minister for Lands in the
slighteat, but he was telliag that gentle-
man and warning hina that perhaps the
comprehensive action 'he bad taken in
connection with this question wight land
him in difficulties, and in his enthusinsm
to wipe out disgrace he might be doing
wrong where he least expected it.

Tre MinisTer: No; he did not think
80.
Mz. MORAN : It was to be hoped not.
Some of the actions which the Minister
had taken lately in this connection were
wisely taken. The action of sending a
party out with a couple of ferrets in
their pockets to prevent the rabbit
invasion was absurd. Ferrets were good
enough for sporting, but to send ferrets
out there was ridiculous. If men were
to locate rabbit burrows with ferrets,
probably they might succeed in scattering
the rabbits without finding them. It
reminded one of the story of the old
woman trying to stop the ocean witha
broom. We wabted fences, not ferrets.
We wanted to assist those who would
agsist themselves, with wire-netting. We
wanted money from any vote to deal
with this question. We did not want a
Collie-Narrogin railway line where nobody

was living. We wanted the money which |

worthy of their position to-day in West-
ern Australia and those behind them
representing the farming industry were
worthy of their position, they would see
that those already on the land were
served first. We did not want a Narro-
gin railway line at the present time,
which was a political matter to gratify
supporters in the South. Ostensibly it
was sturted at the present time, intro-
duced by the Mivister for Lands, to open
up country. There was plenty of agri-
cultural country opeped up in Western
Australia which would serve for the next
ten years. Some people thought that
the only wise act In politics to-day was
to cram a great population into Western
Australia. He (Mr. Moran) did not think
that it was the first duty of a Govern-
ment to do that; he did not think it
was the first duty of a Government
lo eram a lot of people into Western
Australia just to raiee.the value of Perth
property. ‘The firat duty of the Govern-
ment was to look after the men whe
were here. The Governwent were going
to have plenty of troubls in connection
with the settlers in Western Anstralia.
In the first blush of enthusiasm peoply
were rushing on to the lund, but they
were not supporting themselves yet. We
did not want agricultural mailways; we
wanted a line of fencing first. If the
Government wished to do more for the
farmer, the small farmer particularly,
then do for him what had been done for
the miner—get him some machinery or

| subsidise threshing machines: an intelli-

gent (Governmeut would look. to that.
A farmer’s crop would be of value to
him to-duy if he could get it threshed.
The policy of the Government wus wrong
at the present time in not grappling with
the necessities of the cuse. The Govern-
ment were acting like Nero --fiddling
while Rome was burning. The Minister
should not have come down and recounted
what had been done in finding gut a bad
fence, but have told members what the
Government intended to do to sitop the
rabbit invasion. Public works were well
to-duy, they were equally well next year;
a year was nothing. A railway from
Collie to Narrogin was well perhaps, but
it would be wellin a few years time when
the wood was cut out on the goldfields.



2074 Annuol Estimales :

Our rabbit.proof fence waw well to-day if
it was built, while it would be useless
to-morrow. Some works could not wait;
others could. The party keeping the
Government in power to-day were being
led to their own doom in face of the
- wave of depression coming over their
industry. He (Mr. Moran) as an old
goldBelds member was apparently the
only one as a Minister in the State who
had grappled with the rabbit question and
tried to galvanise it into life; now he as
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a Perth member was trying to galvanise .

the agricultural members into a sense of
their duty, Measures and not men
should be the order of the day in this
State at the present time. Any good,

ordinary, intelligent Cabinet to-day could

administer Western Australia if it was
kept in place by a proper party. He was
peinting out that the occasional cheap
sneers of members on the Grovernment side
were unworthy when those members gave
a3 their only reason for Lkeeping an
undesirable Governinent in power, that
thev could not really see another. The
preseni, Government were the only Gov.
ernment to administer Western Aus-
tralia! That was too cheap and too
tawdry. The duty of this country was
plain. There was a wmagnificent public
works service, and if we wanted to get a
public work such as a rabbit fence carried
out, then the Public Works Department
sheuld carry it out; if not, then appoint
# thoroughly competent man from the
other side and let him deal with it; or
appoint rabbit boards, cut the country
up into districts, and put a light tax on
the lands of the c¢ountry so as to com-

punsate the State. He would point out

to the city members that the rabbit

invasion was their loss just the same as '

it was the loss of the man who grew
potatoez  The city members could not
refuse to lend valuable assistance in a
work of this lkind. We were ihe
common bearers of a common debt, and
if the pastoral or the agricultural in-
dustry were destroyed, the burden would

fall the heavier on the mining indus-

try.
industries, the success of one being the

success of the others, and the burden !

falling lighter on the whule, It was hig
duty to say that the present Government
were the old, unrelenting enemy of the

farmer, although now supported in this |

Any State should have various .
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House by farming members. We bad an
Agricultural Bank Act, the pride of
Western Australia, which the men
now in office did their best to destroy in
ity infancy. We had a Repurchase of
HEstates Act, initiated by the party on
this side of the House as part of the
policy of the old Gtovernmeat, though
laughed at at the time by the party now
in power., We had a Land Act second
to none in the world, every line of it
belonging to this side of the House and
none to the men now in power. Not
one line had been altered in that Act by
the gentlemen now in office. For years
members on this side of the House, while
supporting the old Government, would
not take the risk of introducing pests
into our fruit. Who did that? The
gentlemen whom the farmers were now
supporting. A greater pest was coming —
the rabbits. Who ecaused that? The
gentlemen now in office. Party or no
pariy, and especially when we were told
there must be only two parties in this
State and when it was sought to squeeze
Labour into a corner, these facts should
be Lorne in mind. Every letter of the
Land Act belonged to the old party, the
actively progressive party in the past.
Every subdivision’ for settlement of the
land  belonged to them also. Our
advances to settlers, our Agrieultural
Bunk—nothing received more strenucus
oppogition from the gentlemen now in
power. While representing a goldfields
constitueney, he was an ardent sup-
porter of every one of those neasures,
and he would not now be told, without
giving back word for word, that there
must be only two parties in Western
Australia. If there were to be only two
parties, for goodness sake let us have the
old party that did so well for 10 years,
and not the new party which bad bungled
g0 badly for three years. The present
Minister for Lands was the latest recruit
of that party, and one would have thought
better of him if he had remained in his
position as an independent member with
the ideas he then entertained. Being
now Minister for Lands, one hoped he

; would turn his marvellous energy and

i

his strong personality to force on his
colleagues the necessity for dealing com-
prehensively with the rabbit invasion;
and that he would not be found advo-
cating in this House a railway line that
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was not wanted at the present time, to
carry coal Lo the goldfields where it was
not yet required. Now we were to have
a section of that railway built, and it
would not pay for axle-grease. He hoped
this House would rise from its torpor
at this end of the session, and not go to
the country in disintegrated atoms. The
country would know, as wembers in this
House knew, that he was not one to allow
anything in his career or ambition to
stand in the way of union. He had
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" his duty fearlessly and without respect of

endeavoured Lo induce the gentleman who -

gat in front of him, the member for
Northam (Hon. G. Throssell), to assume
his natural position as leader of this side
of the House; but the hon. member
would not do it. He had tendered his
loyalty to another ex-Cabinet Minister to
form a common platform, by which they
could give and take alike in order to bind
their scattered forces together. The pre-
sent Jeader of the Opposition, it must be
admitted, had not the ripe experienee
which was pecessary to lead a great party
in the battle that was coming. No
member would be wmore willing than
the hon. member, one felt sure, in
bringing about the formation of a second
great party with u platform on which the
people could settle.
BEstimates were going through, there
would be opportunity for eriticising them
in detail.
department gave evidence of spasmodic
action. He was surprised to hear the
Minister make no meantion of the dread-
ful disorganisation in the Stock Depart-
ment, in allowing a pest to get scattered
abroad among pigs throughout the State.
When the question of swine fever was
bronght before this House, he was langhed
at; but the laugh was no longer heard,
for the ontbreak of swine fever was found
to be a serious matter. The action of the
Minister in getting rid of the head of the

tock Department was radically wrong,
and it did not look well o this day.
When we found out the truth about the
way he pgot rid of the chief rabbit

As these Lands

Increases of salary in the

inspector, perhaps that would look just °

as bad. Tbese radical changes by a man
who was a newly made convert to the
interests of agriculture in this State were
very theatrical effects; but they brought
an aftermath of trouble. There was
great trouble in the Stock Department
through penalising a man who was doing

; exaggerating the facta.

persons—that was why he went out; and
the method of inquiry into that question
was not calculated to bring credit on
Western Australia. The Minister was
no fit person to take over the inquiry and
conduct it himnself, for he had not the
knowledge or experience necessary for the
purpose, and he certainly eould not be
without bias. He was in an invidious
position, for if he defended his officer, the
public would say that of course the
Minister took over the inquiry into his
own department 5o as to shield his officer,
Then the Minister swung to the other
extreme, and to prove how fair he was he
sacrificed his officer for a little applause.
That inquiry should never have been
taken over by the Minister. Fancy a
man gitting on his own case, for that
wag practically an inquiry into his own
department, and he presided over the
inquiry! That inquiry would not have
created so bad an impression in the public
mind if it bad been conducted indepen-
dently by a magistrate, for certainly the
Minister was not u fit person to under-
tuke it. History pointed to very few
cases of o William Pitt developing inu
tew months of parliamentary experience
into a Cubinet Minister, for very few men
were born Ministérs. It seemed meet
and proper that a man should servea
number of years before attaining the
position of u Cabinet Minister, and cer-
tainly before taking on himself such
extraordinary powers as the Minister for
Lands had done. The dismissal of the
Chief Inspector of Rabbits had not saved
the fence from being badly built.

Mr. Buwaes: He was not dismissed

eb.
’ Me. MORAN: There might not have
been sufficient dismissal or there might
have been too much. All he blamed the
Minister for was the rashness with which
he precipitated action in these watters
without due consideration, and he was
certainly blamable for that. Members
had seen how, a few days ago, the Min-
ister tried to burk inquiry into the ques-
tion of swine fever, and did it in absolute
ignorance that there wae raging in this
country a virulent disease. He (Mr.
Moran) was accused on that oceasion of
Perhaps he did
exaggerate them, but it was ter to
exnggerate and have an inquiry, than to
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be too circumspect and let the disease go | replied that the Government had been in

ahead. Would the Minister be surprised
now if a letter were read from a gentle-
wman who wrote it to a certain party in
this State, who declined to accept the
information or use it, weeks before he
(Mr. Moran) spoke in this House of the
disense amongst pigs? And the Stock
Department knew nothing of it all the
time—whyv ? Becanse the Minister had

i
i
i
r
|

got rid of that watchful officer who did -

such service in the past in connection
with scab in sheep. Any member of the
Opposition who was unfit 1o criticise the
Grovernment in these circumstances had

no right to sit in Parliament. In saying

what he had said about the Minister for '

Lands, he wight explain that there was
no man in this House for whom he had
as yreat a personal regard as he had for
that Minister, for they were old friends;
hut notwithstanding that, probably the
Miunister would get keener criticisiv from
him tban fromn any other member. No
harm could resuls from the fullest criti-
cisw and exposure in connection with the
Rabbit Department, concerning which
many members who bad not yet spoken
were well informed. Having had a brief
experience as Minister for TLands, he
(Mr. Moran) did not join in the general
condemnation of the department. He
found it undermanned, and the officers
hard-working und loyal. He hoped that
the fire of criticism would burn out of
the present Minister a little of the dross
which entered into his composition when
& free-trader and anti-agrienlturist, and
would teach him to pause before taking
Frecipita.le action—to look before he
eaped. Tt should impress on him the
urgent. necessity, not for settling land or
advertising the country far and wide, but
for directing his whole energy to com-
bating the rabbit invasion.
was dealt with, he could continue his

communication with the Government of
South Australia, who had replied that
their Surveyor General did not think
that any rabbits existed near their western
border; that their Fucla stationmaster
advigsed that travellers reporfed rabbits
at Bight and telegraph line 50 miles
farther west, but that the credibility of
these reports was doubtful; that the
Nullubor station manager and employees
denied the existence of rabbits; and that
the clerk of the Governmeut bores, 4 three
years' resident on the Nullabor Plains, had
neither seen nor heard anything of rabbits.
On the 3rd August, 1893, he (Mr.
Hassell) moved the adjournment of the
House to call attention to the reported
approach of rabbits from South Australia
towards the border at Eucla. Shortly

" before this be had received a letter from

- reports,

Once that |

propaganda work with a view fo adver-

tising Western Australia as a desirable
home for all who wished to settle on the
land.

Mer. HASSELL: The lust speaker
said no agrieultural member had ever
taken an interest in rabbits. On the
17th July, 1893, he (Mr. Hassell) asked
in the House whether the Government

infended to tauke steps to prevent the

incursion of rabbits; and the then Com-
missioner of Crown Lands (Mr. Marmion)

a trustworthy and reliable settler, Mr. F.
W. Beere, to the effect that rabbits were
at Eucla, followed by a telegram that
Mr. Beere had received reliable informa-
tion that rabbits were within 36 miles of
the boundary. He (Mr. Hassell) then
urged the Government to take some steps
to protect the colony. The motion was
supported by Mr. Canning; and in reply
Sir John Forrest said he would huve
preferred more definite and reliable
Again, on the 7th August,
1894, bhe (Mr. Hassell) asked whether
the Government hud received any recent
informationasto rabbits at Eucla; and Mr.
Marmion replied that on the 4th April
the stationmaster at Eucla reported that
he had been shown what was considered
to be the dung of rabbits, found about
seven miles from Eucla; and that or the
11th May this officer reported that he
bad natives hunting slong the coast and
within a 10-mile radius of the station,
but could not find any traces of the
deposits reported. Tramps, borsemen,
and camel parties reported no traces of
rabbits between Bight and Eucla. He
(Mr. Hassell) got tired of continually
drawing attention to what he knew to be
a fact. The officials of the telegraph
departwment at Eucla actually accused
Mr. Beere of telling untruths with a view
tu getting a job te put up a fence. To
give that job to Mr. Beere would have
been a good job for the Government.
The member for West Perth was mis-

- taken in thinking that he was the only
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member who had taken the trouble to -

bring the rabbit incursion under notice
years ago. The steps taken by the Gov-
ermment to carry out the wishes of the
House as to the rabbit-proof fence were
very inefficient. Months ago a man
who had been employed on the fence
and probably dismissed told himn (Mr.
Hassell) that a lot of facts which
people could hardly dreamn of would
cowe out eoncerning the fence. On that
statement little reliance could be placed ;
but evidently the man knew what he was
talking of. The Government had practi-
cally faken no steps whatever to insnre
the erection of an efficient fence.

T MINISTER FOR LANDS: If
the almost stariling utterances of the
member for West Perth had emanated
from any other member, one might have
been induced to treat them seriously;
but thongh the hon. member charged him
with rashness, there was no rasher man
in the Assembly than the member for
West Perth. Mr. Wilson was appointed
before he (the Minister) took office. The
hon. member opencd his speech by an
attack on him (the Minister) for the non-
production of certain files. The files
wonld bave been on the table had the
hon. member rawg up and asked for
them. The member for Dundas (Mr.
Thomas) wanted a file bearing on the

retirement of Mr. Thomson, and he (tbe -

Minister) brought it to the Houee; the
member for West Kimberley (Mr. Plgott.)
was supplied with every file he asked for;

and as to the files asked for by the mem-

ber for West Perth, he (the Minister)

visiled the department during the gquarter-

He had no wish to keep information from
the Committee; and full information
would be given hefore the debate was
finished. As to the various sabdepaurt-
ments, he had notanticipated that members
would expect fuller details than were
given in his opening speech to-night. To
devote un hour, a8 be had done, to elabor-
ating his own estimates was most un-
usual. Take the charge of the hon.
member (Mr. Moran) about the Stock
Department, the charge of rashoess and
of burking inguirv. He (the Minister)
was asked to hold an inquiry, and he
held it. Was the hon. member annoyed
hecanse as a result of that exhaustive
inguiry he (the Minister) was to-day in
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possession of information concerning the
internal working of that department
which neither the hon. member nor any
other member possessed ? The mem-
ber for the Swan (Mr. Jacoby) spoke
recently of a Minister applying great
principles. What Minister could apply
great pnnmples if he did not know
the details? Knowledge of details
was a condition precedent to reorgani-
sution. The member for Plantagenet
(Mr. Hassell) told us what he had
heard as to ibe rabbit fence. Prob-

.ably every member had heard some-

thing. He (the Minister) had heard
something, and immediately arranged
for an independent investigation, which
lasted one month. He had before hir the
report of the inquiry; aund when dealing
with the Rabbit Department all the
papers would be laid before the Com-
mittee, so thut every member might
express his own opinion on the action
taken. He would not believe the state-
ment that the advance of the rabbits -
spelt ruin either to the pastoralist or the
selector in this State. Snon after enter-
ing the Hounse he pointed out that if as
was reported ome or more rabbits had
come through the fence, then with all
duoe respecb to Mr. White, whom he
neither knew por cared for, he (the
Minister) was at a loss to understand
how any man could confidently state in
an annual report that in an area of 150
miles there was only one mbbit. It was
like saying there was one needle in a
baystack. How did he know there were
nu)t a dozen? There might have been a

. dozen colonies of rabbits for aught Me.
hour adjournment in order to get them. :

White knew. New South Wales had
bad a rabbit pest for many years; but
the people there did not go into fits when
they heard that rabbits were within 1560
or 200 miles of an agricultural district.
They waited the approach of the rabbits,
and at the proper time appointed a
rabbit board, which set to work to pgive
the people the necessary facilities for
rubbit destruction and fencing in the
gubdivision. There appeared no reason
for the terrorising now being atlempted.
It was said that people were surrender-
ing their country. Only yesterday Mr.
W. E. Dempster, manager for Messra.
Dempster Bros., of Esperance, applied to
him (the Minister) for wire netting;
and to-day he was in a position to deal
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with the application. Surely there was
some degree of expedition about that,
Tt remained then to fill out the neces-
sary forms and comply with the regula.
tions. He (the Minister) had a planand
a statement showing where the rabbits
were suppoged to be. Mr. Wilson, the
secretary to the department, seemed to
be sceptical as to the number of rabbits
in this State. He (the Minister) knew
the statement which he had was true, and
wag prepared to stake his existence on
the truth as to what was embodied in the

statement, and when read members would

agree that he was justified in coming to
the conclusions arrived at. There was
another matter which was agitating mem-
bers; the retirement of Inspector White,
He had the file and would read it if
pecessary. He knew how it was that
Mr. White did not appear on the Esti-
mates. He had nothing to do with it
bimself, it was no work of his, and he
gent for the manager of the Agricultural
Bank to confer with hiin on the matter.
It was Mr. White's intention to retire af
the end of the year; that was assumed
to be true. He (the Minister) did not
prepare the draft Estimates, and Mr.
White’s name was left off becanse that
officer intended to retire. Mr.  White
joined the department at £200 a year,
which salary was afterwards increased to
£350 a year, which was good pay for a
man holding the position which Mr.
White did. It was the same salary
that inspectors of conditional purchases
received, and those officers also provided
their own kit. For some time past thera
had been rumours that Mr. White in.
tended to resign, and some members of
the House who were members of the
advisory board would know that was
correct. In the light of later evidence it

[ASSEMBLY.]

appeared that Mr. White was only hold- -

ing out these threats to have his salary

or allowances increased. He (the Mimi. -

ster) heard nothing of this until Mr.
‘White resigned and certain developments
took place. For the rabbit-proof fence,
for 250 miles north of the railway
contracts were let and were being carried
out, except the 25 wmiles which had been
finished and paid for. Surveyor Canning

was instructed by the department to go -

ahead and survey the line to the north.
This officer was supplied with camels,
and many were lost owing to the inhos-

L
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pitable nature of the country and the
poison which existed in the territory
which had to be passed through. Sur-
veyor Canning had an arduous task; he
had to walk on one stage over 30 or 40
miles, and arriving there he found that
his camel wus dead. The wvext report
wa received was that Mr. Canning was
walking 40 miles through the wilderness.
It was only this afternoon that he (the
Minister) had word that Surveyor Can-
ning had arrived perfectly safe. He
mentioned this to show mewmbers the
nature of the country which bad to be
gone through from the 25 miles. Sur-
veyor Canning was sent there to choose
the line of fence to protect the pastoral
country, to look out for timber suitable
for fencing, and also for a water supply.
While he (the Minister) happened to be
at Northam on the 30th of the month he
learnt that Inspector White was at
Burracoppin with lnspector Geier, in.
tending to go to a point 250 wmiles away
and explore the country onwards. Inspec-
tor White was going to do with horses
what Surveyor Canning had been paid to
do with camels. He (the Minister)
knew nothing about this, as these
matters were done by divisional heads.
Inspector White received a telegram
from bim to come to Perth; but before
the inspector reached Perth he heard
that he (the Minister) was in possession
of certain information. Inspector White,
thinking to forestall the Minister, ten-
dered his resignation. If it was the
wish of members he would read the file,
go thut members would know the history
of the whole case; but we did not want
to have to repeat the whole of this
discussion when we arrived at a con-
sideration of the Rabbit Department
estimates. The first point of interest to
members was the information which he
{the Minister) had at his disposal, and
which warrunted his wiring to Inapector
‘White asking thatofficer to return toPerth.
Inspector White knew that he (the Min-
ister} was in possession of certain infor-
mation, There were two reports which
he purposed reading for the information
of members, and after reading the reports
members would know that be (the Min-
ister) was in possession of certain truths
which evidently disconcerted Mr, White,
who by his first minute written on Jnne
29th, 1903, was most anxious to remain
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in the department, and was quite sur- |
prised at not being left on the Estimates.
Inspector White tendered his resignafion |
on his arrival in Perth in these words:—

I beg to tender my resignation, and ask that
it be prompily accepted. My reasona for
resigning are—firstly, I consider T have been
moest unfairly and unjustly treated for the last
three years in my travelling and subsistence
expenses not being paid, and it will be neces-
eary for me to take action to recover same.
The view of the department was thut the
increase of £150, making £350 a year,
was given to cover the travelling ex-
penses, being similar to the amount given
to inspectors for conditional purchases,
The next complaint was:—

I consider the methods being adopted by
the department in dealing with the rabbit
invasion are antiquated, unpractieal, unwork-
able, and expensive, with very little prospect
of beneficial results being obtained, and I
decidedly decline to be a party to them any
longer.

That was Mr. White's explanation, and
it was headed “ Burracoppin,” and dated
November, 3, 1903. This was handed,
he believed, by Inspector White to the |
acting Director of Agriculture, Mr,
Crawford, who wrote :— \

On the 3rd inst. Mr. White handed me his ,
resignation, and as I knew you wunted to see |
him T rang you up on the telephone and |

I
]

advised you that Mr. White was then in my
office. According to your verbal instructions |
then given I asked Mr. White to make out a |
brief report as to the condition of the rabbits
on the wostern side of the fence at the present
time, and to meet you, in my comupany, the
following morning at nine o’clock. Mr. White
stated that he had already written ont one
report some time ago, and he refused to give
any further information on the subject. This
morning (the 5th) T saw Mr. White and he
asked me what hi- position wasas regards the
department. I told him that so fur as T knew
he had severed his connection with the depart-
ment by his refusal to carry out the instruc-
tions of the Minister. Mr. White then said
that he wished to know clearly and definitely
what his position was, aa he wished to make
public the bad condition the rabbit fence w
in. :
This man was receiving £330 a year as
chief inspector to do nothing but ride up
and down the fence—

I said to him that if the fence was in a bad
condition surely he, ne chief inspector, was ¢
responsible for it, but he immediately dis-
claimed any responsibility in the matter,
saying that he had been compelied to take
men a8 snb-inspectors who knew nothing
whatever about the work, but who had been
forced on him by political influence, citing as .
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a caeo in point the Premier’s brother, and it
was his intention, and also his duty, to let the
public know the disgraceful state the fence
waa in. He intends having several public
meetings, and explaining the position to the
public generally. He is very anxious to know
his exact position, and if his resignation is
accepted, as ha wants to feel himself free to
take the steps indicated. He also intends
instituting proceedings againet the Govern-
ment for the recovery of sustenance allowances.

That letter be (the Minister) replied to
as follows :—

By special messenger, instructions have been

issued for the immediate dismiesal of Chief
Inspector White and other supervisors along
the line of fence responsible for the short-
comings nf the various contractors.
He (the Minister) had only his indepen-
dent report, before him, und the confirma-
tion of the report was supplied by
Inspector White himself. The indepen-
dent report said:—

You will please note his refusal to supply
me with a report as to bis recent doings, and
aleo hia refusal to see me in company with the
Director of Agriculture. I understand that
all ontdoor work has been under the supervi-
sion of Inspector White, After independent
inquiries have been made, and I am posgeased
with the information that the fence is not
up to specification and is altogether discredit-

' able—

This reference was to Cocking’s con-
tract
he is seized with a burning desire to have
this fact made known, apparently regardless
of the fact that he is one of those regar ied by

. the department as being primarily responsible.

A statement is made regarding the appeint-
ment of Mr, James, Plesse advize me (1) on
whose recommendation Mr. James was ap-
pointed to the position in the Rabbit Depart-
ment

. That file he also wished to place before

the Commitiee. 'The letter went on to
say :—

(2) If he is in any way responsible for the
condition of the fence to-day, please order his
immediato dismissal. Inepector White from
his communication of the 2nd inst. is
apparently anxions to resign before hiz dis-
missal was effected, and submits two reasons
for 80 doing—(a.) The first is of course un-
tenahle and absurd. (.) The second he alone
is entirely responsible for, inasmuch that the
methods followed by either Inspector White
or hig staf have been regulated, so faras I
know, by Inspector White himself.

No person he believed was ever inter-
fered with.

Mr. Warrace: Were any inspectors
on the fence now? Was the work pro-
ceeding ?
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Tae MINISTER: Yes; the work was
proecceding in the case of Dwyer's con-
tract morth, but in regard to the fence
south Mr. Wilson had ordered certain
alterations to be made. He (the Minister)
could not see how alterations could be
made to a fence where the wire netting
was only two inches in the ground when
it ought to be 6 inches, and where the
iren standards were cut off. The Govern.
ment did not intend to pay until the
work was carried out as stipulated.

Me. Praorr: What was being done
in the meantime ?

Tae MINISTER: In the meantime
the fence was acting as an efficient barrier,
but the rabbits could burrow underneath
the two inches. The Government stipu-

lated to pay a certain price for u certain -
fence, and should not pay unless the ‘work .

wasg carried out as stipulated.

Mpe. Arrins: Make the contractor do
his work.

Tue MINISTER : That was the stand
which was being taken.
said :—

In reply to the query in the Hon. the
Minister’s minute on the precoding page, as

to upon whose recommendation Mr. Fred -

James wne appointed to a position in the
Rabbit Department, I beg to say that he was
first casunlly mentioned to me by the late
Minister, Mr. Sommers, a3 an applicant for a
position. Later om Dr. Jameson (then
Minister for Lands) instructed me to give him
a place mt the first opportunity. He was also
recoromended by Mr. Surveyor Canning under
whom he had been working—H. M. Wrrsox,
Secretary Rabbit Department,.

P.8.—I have written Mr, James informing
him, as directed, that his services are dis-
pensed with—H.M. W,

The next paper on the file was an account |

headed “The Rabbit Invasion,” which
had appeared in the newspapers, there-
fore it was not necessary to read that.
Then bhe (the Minister) had submitted
the following questions to the Director
of Agriculture for reply :—

Will you please have the following ques.
tions answered by Mr. Wilson:—1, When I
recalled Imspector White to Perth, was he not
under instructions te proceed north to report
on timber, water, ete.? 2, On whose certifi-

cates have the progress payments bezn made

on fence contracts ?

The answer to the first one was “ yes.”
That thoroughly confirmed what he had
already stated, that Inspector White was
going north to do thut which he had no
possibility of doing, and for which the
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Mr. Wilson .
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department had already provided a man
with the necessary outfit:

MemMBER: Who ordered him to go?

Tee MINISTER: Wilson ordered
him. Would any hon. member, if he
had the statements confirmed by Inspec-
tor White, bave taken any other action
than that which he (the Minister) took ?

Me. Arerns: It was well the Minister
had the courage to do it.

Tue MINISTER: It was the easiest
thing to accuse a person in a responsible
pusition of rashness, and of doing that
which was unfair or unjnst. He wanted
Mr. Wilson to give bim certain informa-
tion concerning these contracts. The
feeling of mewbers appeared to be now
that probably he might have sucked
another man also. Mr, Wilson answered
the second question, that the progress
payments were made on the certificates
of Inspector White, whenever possible.

Mpr. ATriva: What relative pesitions
did White and Wilson hold ?

Tae MINISTER: Mr. Wilson was
engaged as secretary to the Rabbit
Department, and Mr. White as chief
inspector under him. Mr. Wilson had
never, s¢ far as bhe knew, bheen on a
rabblit fence until on this ceccasion. As
to looking into the work, he (the
Minister) frankly confessed that he
looked tnto as much as he honestly eould.
Mr. Wilson came from Queensland at
the invitation of the late Minister (Mr.
Sommers), and was supposed fo have
Lhad large experience in rabbit country
and in regard ta rabbit fences, as stated
by the acting Director of Agriculture.

Mg. Tavror: Probably he got that
| from Mr. Wilson ? .
¢ Teg MINISTER: In all probability
| yes. The file showed the payments made
on Cocking’s contract.  Sub-inspector
; James was under the control of Inspector
| White When this information reached
" him (the Minister), he wrote the follow-

ing minute, and the file was veady to be
' returned to the acting Director of Agri-
culture when be learned that the Lands
estimates were likely to come on to-day
in Parliament. The minuie to the
. Director of Agriculture, dated 12th

November, was as follows:—

I note on folio 5 a clear explanation of how
Mr, Inspector White was left off the draft
Estimates as compiled by the department.

. The late Director of Agriculture frequently
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assured me of Mr. White’s determination to
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v

sever his copnection with the department at |

the end of the carrent year. I now interpref
the resignation proposals as having been given
as A means to induce the Government to in-
crease the salary and allowances paid. Whilst
at Northam I learmed that Imspector White
was at Burracoppin, about to proceed north-
ward to inspect the country along north of &
point 2530 miles north of the railway line.
Knowing that Surveyor Canning has been for

some considerable time past engaged on this |

work, I failed to see the necessity of Inapector
White and an assistant being despatehed with
horses to do that which Mr. Canning has found
almost impossible. with the aid of camels.
Having meanwhile learned of the unsatis-
factory condition of the femece, and the
revalence of rabbits to the westward of the
ence, I wired from Northam reguesting
Inspectnr White to reture to Perth. On his
retum, no doubt learning that I was possessed
of this information, he tendered his resigna-
tion as per folio 9. I note your comments on
folio 10, and would direct your attention to
my reply on folio 1. It is very clear that had
I not recalled Inspector White, the resignation
dated 2nd November, and headed “ liurra-
coppin,” would never have been handedin. I
aiso note winute by Secretary of Rabbit
Department stating that in many cases, and

whenever possible, progress payments were .

made on Inapector White’s certificates, details
of which are given on folio hereunder.

He (the Minister) wanted this to be
clearly understood (in reference to sulary

and allowances paid), that White was
retiring, and he made arrangements for
Wilson not to sit in the office deing
clerical work any longer, but to go into
the field work. In reply to an interjec-
tion, he would suggest that one or two

members of this, House should go and |
inspect for themselves, and he would pro-

vide the equipment. There was nothing
remarkable in that, because hé contem-
plated going himeelf.

Me. Prgorr: If the Minister had done :

that 12 months
of some use.
Mg. Moran: The Minister would not

ago, it might have been -

give us the inguiry we wanted, an inquiry

into the Stock Department.

Tae MINISTER: It was difficult to
answer several propositions at the same
time.

Me. Atring: Had the Minister that
information any time before he sent that
telegram to White ? _

Tue MINISTER: What he did was
to take Mr. Benzley’s first report to the
Premier and read it over with him, that
being & month ago. The difficulty then
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was that in the meantime White and
Wilson had left Perth and gone by way
of Burracoppin, kmowing probably that
he (the Minister) had obtained this
information. He felt that the position
was one of urgency, and hae arranged for
the saine party to go back with despatches
to Burracoppin. About a fortnight later
he learnt incidentally of Mr. White being
at Burragoppin. Mr. White’s resignation
evidently was not written until two davs
after Wilson got bLis (the Minister's)
telegram.

Me. Arxine: Therefore it was more
than a fortnight after the Minister got
the information.

Tre MINISTER: Onthe 12th October
he got the first information, and hud then
sent his special despatch after Wilson;
which he would get about the 20th.

Mer. Moraw: What led the Minister
to send out this special expedition ?

Tae MINISTER: Could any member
here say he did not hear something that
gave rise to suspicion about that con-
iraet ?

Mge. TavLor: That was so.

Me. Mopaw: Had the Minister any
reports from Inspector White before this,
complaining of any sub-inspectors ?

Tue MINISTER: There was one re-
port bearing on that, and all these reports
would be at the disposal of hon. members.
The first intimation he had to verify his
suspicions was embodied in a report which
he would read.

At 630, the Cuarryan left the Chair.
At 7-30, Chair resumed.

Tee MINISTER FOR LANDS (con-
tinuing) : It wus not satisfactory, after
the heterogeneons mass of charges hurled
against him and the Government by the
member for West Perth, to find the hon.
member was not now in his place. This
geemed to indicate that some members
were actuated rather by a desire to “ get
level ”’ with the Government than to know
the truth. Dealing with one or two of
the minor details in the speech of the
member fur West Perth, we had first a
criticism of Mr. Wilson, whom he (the
Minister) had not the slightest intention
of defending. Mr. Wilson must be
dealt with entirely on his own merits and
on the capacity he had displayed; for he
{(tbe Minister) held no brief for bim.
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Then the hon. member referred to a
distinguished expert named Keeley, who
it was said was now a pressman engaged
on the West Ausiralign. The hon, mem-
ber, when Minister for Lands, wired to
certain gentlemen in Queensland as to
Mr. Keeley’s qualifications; but the
wording of the inguiry was not such as
he (the Minister) would have sent bad
he been seeking information, though it
was an excellent query for a man to send
who was seeking a confirmation of his
own opinivn. The wire read :—

I am appointing officer to deal with rabbit
question. A. E. Keeley, at one time an official
of the Pastoral Association of Queensland, has
applied for the position. He appears to have
n good grip of the rabbit question. He has
mentioned your name ss a reference. You
‘will oblige me greatly by wiring your opinion
of him to fill the position. Reply paid, on
BETvICe.

Mr. Mograw: T}d the Minister suggest
that ithe recipients would not give honest
opinions P

Taue MINISTER : No; but if he (the
Minister) were sendinyg such a telegram,
and wanted straight-out independent
testimony, he would ask for information,
and would not suggest the sort of reply
he desired. A few members of the House
knew Mr. Keeley; and he would ask
them, was Mr. Keeley the kind of man
possessed of that whole-souled industry,
determination, and force of character
needed in the man who could grapple
with swch a problem as the mbbit
invasion, and do so better than Mr.
Wilson had done it ?

Mz. Proorr: Surely Mr. Keeley had
some qualifications, seeing that he had
for 12 months been employed in the
Premier's Department.

Mg. Moran : Why did not the Minis-
ter question the authority of the Queens-
land experts ?

Tee MINISTER had yet to be con-
vinced thatif he had a vacancy to-morrow
Mr. Keeley was the man he would choose
to put into it. And even if the hon.
member (Mr. Moran) were now Minister
for Lunds, it was questionable whether
he would not reconsider the opinion he
had formed as to Mr. Keeley’s qualifica-
tions for filling the vacancy. Doubtlesa
all agreed as to the disaster which fell on
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the country when the hon. member went -

out of office, and that had he remained
in office longer all the ills that flesh was

Lands, a discussion.

heir to in this country would have been
quickly remedied. He (the Minister)
had no dcsire to stand up at every show
function to air his eloguence by diseours-
ing on what he had done for the agricul-
turists, expanding his chest and telling
the people of the country that he was
their only friend. Some wembers never
spoke im this House or at a show function
without boasting of what they had done
for the agricoltural community. He
preferred to leave the people interested
to form their own opinion; and if the
opinion were unfavourable, that would
not cause him much anxiety. He had
been taken to task by the hon. member
for referring in his first speech to-night
to the question of the markets. Certain
members were deeply interested in that
question, and had, in the precincts of the
House and in his office, urged him to give
them informution eoncerning the markets.
That was only one of the numerous ques-
tions which he dealt with in his opening
speech, because it was incumbent on
him to give information to wembers
who desired it. The hon. member (Mr.
Moran) when speaking of the party
which he (the Minister) equipped and
sent out, mnade a childish and foolish
reference to the party having been
equipped with ferrets. The country
through which the party travelled was
similar to thut around Kalgoorlie, in
which people went out almost daily with
ferrets ; and when they came to a gilgai
hole, a hollow log, or a burrow, it was a
common praetice to put in a ferret to
drive out any rabbit which might be
present. When he (the Minister) was
out for that purpose about three months
ago, he generally found 13 rabbits in one
afterncon. The party which he equipped

! took with them a supply of traps and

ferrets; and were instructed that if they
found a hollow log they were not to do
as other officers had been doiog all
along—ride past it—but to put in a
ferret to see whether the hole was
occupied. Three years ago a hunt club
was formed on the Eastern Goldfields,
and the beagles would chase some sort of
game for about a quarter of a mile, and
then it disappeared. In the light of later
avents they appeared to have been chasing
rabbits. The horzemen came to a gilgai
hole, and that ended the chase. He had
this in mind when he sent out that party
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and instructed them to put a ferret into
any such hole. If the ferret came out
they would know there was no rabbit
there. If the log or the burrow had more
than one outlet, the openings were covered
with nets, through which the ferret conld
pass though the rabbit could not. The
party found several burrows from which
the ferrets came out with their claws full
of fur. Those burrows were dug out, and
breeding nests discovered. The facts

[12 NovessEer, 1903.]
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tions. The droppings show that rabbits have
existed here for at least six months. On
Saturday, 3rd October, I saw a full.grown
rabbit, but had no opportunity to shoot it;
and again on the following evening very late
I saw another, and had a difficult shot but
missed. Sub-inspector Geier happened to be

* camped at the 24-mile; thia I observed by the

were embodied in the report he wasabout |

to read, written and handed to him on
the 12th October, or 18 days prior to the
date on which he wired to Inspector
White to come to Perth:—

Acting on your instructions to inspect
country west of rabbit-proof fence with a view
to determining the presence of rabbits in that
locality, I beg to report as follows :—Leaving

Burracoppin, I paid slight attention only to -
the country west of fence for the first 30 miles.

From this point cuwards to the 92-mile, south
of the railway my search has been reasonably
complete, the distances west from fence varying
from five to thirty miles, according to the
inducements or likelihood which the country
and its surroundings presented. At the
33-mile 1 found a burrow at a point abont R0
chaing west, also the usual seratchings, hillocks.
ete.. with droppings scattered about. The
Government blackboy, “ Monkey,” informed
mo since of his having seen fresh droppings at
a point not far distant from spot indicated
above, At the 92-mile I was shown by Sub-
Inspector Geier old droppings at a point
between the fence and Emu Rock. I was also

lakes. These traces were easily disuovered at
points 15-miles south-west of 92-mile, continu.
ing on in the same direction at the l1§.mile
and 24-mile. At the latter some of the drop-
pings were fresh (not a month old). At wu
point one mile due west of the 24¢-mile abuve
described, T found at another rock old drop-
pings, and again south-west of 92-mile, at
254-mile and 28-mile ; and at 30-mile, I regret
to say there exists gbundant proof that in this
}?:la:.lgsy at least three generations are estab-
ed.

Me. Pigorr: How far west was the
fence P

Tue MINISTER: That was 92 miles
south of the railway. The report went
on :—

It is remarkable that, although this country
is somewhat similar to the Hamnnan's Lake
country, where innumerable warrens exist,
very little burrowing has as yet been done, I
only found two burrows, neither of which was
more than a foot deep, and not more than
three feet long, These were evidently breed-
ing nests, and indicate that the number of
rabbits has not so far reached large propor-

smoke from hig camp fire, I returned and
requisitioned his assistance with the additional
steel traps, poison, ete., in his possession, On
the Monday Geier arrived, and two additional
traps were set, but with no success. The
droppings show clearly the existence of three
generations, and in each case they were equally
fresh. Sub-inspector Geier adnitted this was
the farthest point west where the existence of
rabbits has been proven. He was greatly
agtonished at the immense quantity of drop-
pings, and admitted that ten might be trapped
in that loeality.

Mgr. HasTIE:
west of that.

Tae MINISTER : The fence was
eracted west of that : —

As these rabbits- had nmot burrowed, the
ferrets were wuseleas. I do not hesitate to
estimate the number of rabbits in this locality
at anything from 10 to 20. In fact this is
manifest from the droppings. How wmany
additional colonies of this description are
establisbed west of the fence it is difficnlt to
estimate ; nevertheless the truth is clearly
shown that in this one instance a number of
rabbits are established west of the barrier
fence. The traps failed completely, and T
question whether the rabbiters to the depart-
ment will be successful with poison, more
particularly with feed plentiful. In my

The fence was erected

advised that traces would be found out on the - opinion the present system is very poor

indeed, ceeing the large tract of country to
hunt over. The rahbbiters should be expert
bushmen and travel in pairs, equipped with
dogs and guns. The value of trapping is
iltustrated that in this instance, although six
to eight traps were carefully set for three
nights in euccession, no eaptures were effected.
That in reality was an indication of the
success achieved by the rabbiters who bad
been out there the last time. The report
went on:—

If the Agricultural Department, or the
advisory board, desire indisputable proof, an
inspection could be promptly made in, roughly,
say seven days from Burracoppin and return.
The spot is, I believe, about 80 miles east of
Wagin, and is near the old Wagin-Coolgardie
road, which may be a preferable route. If I
may be permitted to direct attention to a few
points in general, I would first suggest that
the boundary riders should make regular trips
north and south along the fence, keeping estab-
lisked a full line of communication, and be
compelled to work in harmony, and assist in
the conveyance of all mails, etc. This is not
done at present, and may under other circum-
stances have caused me much trouble. Dis-



2084 Annual Estimates :

patch boxes should be fixed up at meeoting
places and weekly reports made. The Govern-
ment camels should between times be used for
the conveyance of stures, etc., for rabbitersand
boundary riders. At present these men lose
much time in conveying rations, ete. The
boundary riders need not be men of excep-
tional ability; the rabbiters should be experi-
enced men and reliable; they have no fixed

camp, and, if good workers, deserve better pay : "T'hese boundary viders should have a camping

than boundary riders.

The two rabbiters had been out there 21
days. One had spent five days in search-
ing after rabbits and the other six or
seven days; the rest of the time was
devoted to riding up and down the line
or going for rations. The report went
on:—

A line of bush fires made by horsemen
should be started this summer and carried
from the southern coast as far north as prac-
ticable. This is a very important matter,
and ghould be carried out systematically.

His idea was to start at a point west - of
the fence where rabbits existed and burn
all the country towards them :—

I would recommend that more trappers be |

put on immediately, and that each party con-
gist of two men, and that they be allotted not
more than about 40 miles of conntry to work
from north to south, and vice versa. After the
middle of December it may not be possible to
work some of thig country, as it will be dificult
and perhaps impossible to obtain water.

This report was signed “'W. H. Benzley,”
and was handed to him (the Minister)
probably on the day it was written, As
a matter of fact, Mr. Benzley went out
to oblige him (the Minister), and was
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Tae MINISTER : Because the report
was read to the Premier. This was the
report :—

Following on report received from special
expedition sent o report on the country west

. of the rabbit-proof fence, I desire you to put

on a sufficient number of boundary riders to
traveree fence from coast to railway line,
eatablishing through linea of communication.

place at each end of their beat in order that
they may travel north one day, returning south
the next. Letter boxes should be'erected at
various places ulong the fence, which the
boundary riders should clear, and convey all
mails and correspondence irrespective ag to
and on whose account they are being sent,
from one end of the line to the other. I learn
that rabbits are, at least in one place, travel-
ling west of the fence. Please equip five (5)
parties of two (2) men each, subjent to two
monthe’ engagement, the partiea to find both
pack and riding horaes, taking with them one
{1) month’s supplies, and each, if possible, to
have one or more doge as an experiment.
Whatever number of rabbiters are appointed,
please allocate to each man a certain mileage
of fence running westward from same a
distanc¢e of approximately §0 miles. I have
this morning instructed Mr. Maleolm to engage
gix (6) men as rabbiters. These will proceed
to Burracoppin at once, and there await your
instructions. If additional men are required
wirg me at once, and they will be dispatched.
If Inepector White is not otherwise engaged
on presaing business, leave him at Burracoppin
to carry ont these instructions, and you, please,
return to head office as early as possible.
You will understand from this communication
that I desire the country west of the rabbit-
proof fence thoroughly hunted, and, if pos-
gible, cleared of all rabbitz there existing
before the water supplies are gone, and for

* this reason the wages offering are an increase

under no obligation to the departinent. .

Mr. Benzley was of independent means.
In making this report the question was
pretty folly discussed. Mr. Benziey
satisfied him (the Minister) as ty the
truth of the position. As a matter of

fact, the Premier was most anxious that .

we should recall Inspector White to
Burracoppin.
cussed that matter with Mr. Benzley and
Mr. Wilson, and the secretary of the
department came to Perth for the pur-
pose of conferring on the position. He

He (the Minister) dis. ,

(the Minister) wrote a despatch and usked .

Mr. Benzley if he would take it. The
request was formulated at the instigation
of the Premier; and, as a result, Mr.
Benzley went south with the despatch.

Mr. Mogaw: How did the Premier
know about Benzley ?

on the rulirg rates and subject to two (2)
months’ employment only.

That was sent down, and when White and
Wilson received it they no doubt knew
that he (the Minister) was in possession
of certain information which enabled the
instructious to be issued. On the 30th
QOctober, this minute was sent to the
Director of Agriculture:—

I beg to confirm the verbal instrmction
issuned to Mr. Malcolm this morning to engage
three parties of two men each, on a two
months’ engagement, equipped with riding
and pack horses, and also one month's sup-
plies; salary, leader of the parties £5 and
assistants £4 per week. Mr, Maleolm to issue
the necessary ticket and freight orders for
these men and their equipments to pro-
ceed to Burracoppin, and the men to await
thereat for instructions from Mr., Wiison or
Inspector White, as the case may be. FPlease
consign by firet train any dogs secured at
police station and deemed to he suitable for
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their requirements. Please advise by tele-
phone if any going forward to-day.—J.ALH.,
Miniater for Lands.
He wished to explain to members that in
deterwining that we should try dogs it
was purely an experiment. Those mem-
bers who knew the habits of a rabbit
knew that immediately they were dis-
turbed, unlike the hare which ran a twoor
& three-mile course, the rabbit found the
first piece of vover it came toin the shape
of a hole or a hollow log and went into it
for protection. He (the Minister) was
under the impression, which was strength-
ened by people aronnd Mepzies and
Leonora, that the rabbits did not burrow
like they did at Kalgoorlie or Boulder,
and the dogs were taken to run the
rabbits to cover and then dig them out.
He (the Minister) was anxious that the
dogs should be tried. He did not know
what the result of sending the dogs out
"had been, for no reports had been re-
ceived advising him of the success which
had attended the efforts. Following that
was a communication from the Chief
Clerk to the Chief Inspector of Rabbits,
telling him what to do with the men who
had gone forward. That was from Mr.
Malcolm and was not of much conse-
quence, simply dealing with details in
reference to the parties. Then there was
a communication from H. N. Wood at
Burracoppin, one of the men sent by Mr.
Malcolm ; it was of no consequence. Mr.
Malcolm then sent this communication : —

October 19th, 1803. Mr. Bert Woods, Rabbit
Party, Burracoppin.—I1f Messrs. Wilson and
White not yet arrived, Minister for Lands
instructs you and Clark proceed south along
fence to meet them, taking any mail for them
with yon. Wright and Lewis will remain
Burracoppin in cass they are wanted. O’Calla-
ghan and Hill are to go out north-west of
Burracoppin, and return in three days to
report and receive farther instructions.—Nog-
mMaN MancoLw.

That was an instruction where the people
were to go.  Then there was o telegram
ag follows :—

Hon. Minister for Lands, York.—Rabbit
party at Burracoppin informs them White and
‘Wilsen will be absent for a week, sa party are
wanted hundred miles south Burracoppin.
Should they not proceed along fence to meet
Wilson? You imstructed them wait Burra-
coppin.

That telegram was bearing on the ques-
tion, and an answer was sent. Tt was a
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matter of detail. The next  wire was
from Benzley, as follows : —

Wilson and White poing Starvation Bay.
Instruct Malcolm to advise Devine to sslect
dogs. Rabbiters refused same. I refurn to-
morrow,

It was sent from Ravensthorpe.
minute was attached : —

Acting Director of Agriculture.—Please go
out with P.C. and return file to me. Have
you heard from Secretary Wilson or Inspector
‘White P—J.M.H.

The next point of interest was a com-
munication regarding the ferrets. The
next report received was fairly distinct,
and he would be able to point members
to what he was referring as he read the
report. So far as his (the Minister’s)
report went, he had only information of
rabbits west of the fence ata point 27
miles north of the railway. This wasa
préeis of what was reported at each
place :—

27 miles north of railway, abundant indica-
tions of two generations. 35 miles south, three
or four caught here; ample indications, 43
miles, indications rahbits reported by Inspector
White. 76 miles, few indications reported by
Dunn and Geier; rabbits supposed to have
gone west. 92 miles, at 24 miles south-west
of fence fresh droppings, two generations,
92 miles, at 30 miles south-west of fence saw
two rabbits; droppings of three generations,
Dunn and Geier have since captured two, and
admit driving balance westward, Dunn’s
estimate 12, Geier's estimate 20, 92 miles, at
34 miles south-west of fence old droppings,
which prove rabbits have gone westward many
months ago. Dunn will corroborate, 129
miles, at 15 miles south-west of fence old
droppings diseovered by Duon and reported to
me. 180 miles,at 13 miles south-west of fence
one captured by Dunn. Total estimate about

This

That had an important bearing, because
as far as he could see of the methods of
the department he could conceive no
method that would rid the country of
what rabbits were there. Men went out
to entrap rabbits and lay poison in
country where feed was abondant; but
the rabbits were not likely to take poison
where feed was abundant, nor were they
likely to be trapped. It appeared to be
thought that because rabbits were not
seen they had taken the poison and dis-
appeared. If the men failed to find any
traces of dead rabbits in a country where
rabbits did not burrow, this fact led him
to believe that because the rabbits had
not died in the open they were more
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likely to have travelled onward to another
district two, four. six, or twelve miles
away. Inspector White, whose knowledge
of the matter he did not dispute, repu-
diated the use of dogs for this purpose.
The next was Mr. Benzley's final report,
written on his return after his connection
with the departwment ceased. It was
dated the 6th November, and said :—

In acgordance with your instructions, I
delivered despatches t3 Mr. Wilson on the
21st ultimo at his camp, seven miles from
Ravensthorpe; since when my movemerts have
been as already repoirted. The principal
pointa coming under my observation were,
ficst the marked hostility displayed by the
officers of the department towards myself.
‘I'he fence has been poorly constructed. The
iron standards erected in lien of posts have
been cut off instead of being sunk into the
ground. The wooden posts being about 300
feot apart, it is easily realised what effect
these intervening standards have when not
properly sunk. The fence has sagged in con-
sequence. The top wire is very light in plages,
the gauge being altogether too light. The
uge of black wire under such circnmstances I
am st o loss to understand. The neiting has
not been let into theground a sufficient depth—
in places only vwo inches. In one instance I
found a boody-hole under the netting and
through to the other side. Traces of rabbits
can be found in various places on the west-
ward gide of fence. I aftach plan showing
where they now exist. If I may be permitted
to offer a fow suggestions, I would recommend :
1, That the rabbiters start at a base line west
of fence 100 miles, and work t at thoroughly
towards aame in ao ecasterly direction. 2,
That the work of fenece comstruction and
supervision be intrusted to reputable engi-
neers. Mr. Wilson and Inspector White were
apparently displeased af my mission, 1T
assume that had the work been up to speci-
ficationa, or the efforts of the department
equal to their task, these officers would have
challenged criticism or inspectien. They,
however, actod in the most hostile manner
imaginable. In the light of later knowledge
gained by my personal inspection, their atti-
tude is easily understvod. I would advise
that no farther progress payments be made
on the curvent contracts, pending careful
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contents were handed to Mr. Wilson, and
when bhe came buck to Burracoppin the
was going north, and the despatch was
left open for him to see. Meanwhile he
(the Minister) learned tbat Mr. White
and Mr. (Geier were about to go morth
with horses to de what Inspector Canning
had found fo be impracticable with camels.
He (the Minister) recalled him to Perth.
Mr. Benzley wired to him that he had
important news, and he (the Minister)
wired back that he was about to leave
Perth for Northam and would see him
They met at Northam, and
Mr, Benzley then told him that Mr.
White would be at Burracoppin oun
the next day on his way porth, and
he (the Minister) then wired him to
return to Perth. Mr White came to
Perth as the result of that telegram, and
no doubt Mr. White, knowing the nature
of the report and thinking to get a shot
in first, tendered his resignation. Under
the circumstances he (the Minister) did
not accept it, and in taking that course
he thought ke had no alternative, because
in the case of any officer of the depart-
ment who had treated him as Mr. White
had done, only one course was open, and
that was to terminate his ¢ongagement.
Bo far as this report was concerned,
whatever mewnbers of this House might

- think, he considered that be had adopted

absolutely the best, course in the circum-
stances. He was in a difficult position.
He wanted a report of country 50 miles
west of the fence. It was a dry, inhos-

< pitable country, with neither roads nor

inquiry. As previously explained, I cannot

devote any more of my time for this business,
as I have other matters requiring my atten-
tion. Your future difficulty will be to secure
men for this work in whom implicit confidence
can be placed.—1I have (etc.},
W. H. BENzLEY.

These were sound propositions, ns he
believed when he first recad them, and
were worthy of adoption. On receipt
of this information, he sent the expedition

with despatches to Mr. Wilson and Mr.

‘White at Ravensthorpe. Of course the

tracks; and whilst he might easily have
picked a man off the street to make a
report, and perhaps have to send a search
party after him to find his bones, he
realised that it was necessary to select a
man in whom he could bhave confidence,
one who had knowledge of the work and
could be thoroughly relied on. It was
for this reason he had seletted a personal
friend, with the result that he got him to
report on the fence; nnd in view of the
information disclosed in the report, he
submitted to hon. members that be was
justified in taking the course he had
done. In this conmection there were
many poinis on which he wmight have
elaborated, but hon. members were in
possession of the truth, and he had been
actuated by only one desire—to ascertain
the truth and do what was right. He
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had seen an indication of feeling to-night
in regard to his dispensing with the ser-
vices of Mr. White and Mr. aJumes; he
had also seen a feeling indicated in
regard to what he had done in dispensing
with Mr. Wilson; but he thought mem-
bers would agree that he bad taken
a proper course in requesting the
Minister for Works to place at his
disposal one of bis best engineers to
report on this fence contract, and tell
biw whether the report by Mr. Benzley
was correct, or whether the wodified
description given in Mr. Wilson’s report
Wag correct.
issues such as that relating to the Collie-
Narrogin railway project. Did any
member of this House think that a
Cabinet sitting to consider the expendi-
ture of a large sum of money on this
important work would contemplate sub-
witting to Parliament a proposal to
eoustruct a railway for the purpose of
building ug a reputation for their Minister
for Lands? He resented such an im-
putation, and he said without fear of
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He need not go into side

contradiction that the present Govern- |

ment had no need to adopt such means
to build up a reputation for the Minister
for Lands.

Mgr. Moran denied he had said that.

Tee MINISTER : What else could be
inferred from the hon. member’s remarks?
"The hon. member had known what it was
to have the hand of friendship extended
to him when perhaps, if he had chosen to
court popularity, he might have taken a
different attitude. Move than that, he
bad never been influenced by any other
feeling towards the hon. member than a
desire to see him get fair-play, which

perhaps the hon. member did not always -

receive in those days. But as time rolled
on and positions changed, one generally
expected sowe recognition from one man
towards another who had adopted such
an attitude in times past. He (the
Minister) had nothing farther to add.
The inquiry into the Stock Department
was not undertaken by him for the pur-
pose of burking discussion, On the con-
trary, at the first opportunity the whole
of the documents and the evidence signed
by witnesses, who did not sign until they
read the evidence and were satisfied with
it, were placed on the table of the House,
where the papers had been al the dis-
posal of members for practically three

. visit.
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months past. He admitted he had been
faced with difficulties, and regretted hav-
ing bad to bring in 2 man from outside
the department, a personal friend on
whom he could depend, for an inde.
pendent report. But in taking that
step he was actuated by a desire to do ,
what was right in the interests of the
couniry; and be left it to the Commitiee
to say whether there had not been an
absolute and complete answer to the
charges und insinuations of the member
for West Perth.

Me. ATEINS : Whatever the dilatori-
ness of past Governwents in dealing with
this matter, we had to thank the Minister
for Lands for baving, when he found
something wrong, done what he thought
best to rectify thut wrong. There should
be a thorough inquiry into the matter by
a mun whose character was above sus-
picion; and all the wrongdoers, whether
contractors, inspectors, or the head men
over the inspectors, should suffer. But
before we talked of making peuple suffer,
be sure that we had “ the right sow by
the ear.”

Mz. DIAMOND: The speech of the
Minister made it clear that whatever the
mistakes of the past, the Minister had
quickly arrived at a solution of the diffi.
culty, or had at least taken an indepen-
dent view of the situation, and done what
was the best in the circumstances to
ascertain the truth and let the country
know it. When rabbits first crossed the
Darling from Victoria into South Aus-
tralia, in some places they burrowed and
in others they lived on the surface.
Those which took possession of iguana
holes were destroyed by these animals,
which were therefore protected by the
Government. He warned the Minister
that the experience of South Australia,
New South Wales, and Vietoria had been
that professional rabliters conveyed the
rabbits over fences and across rivers se as
io make the work of destruction per-
petual. Que party of rabbiters on the
Murray, paid at per scalp by the South
Australian Goverament, had a large fire
built round a pit; and after the scalps
were tallied and credited to them by the
inspector they used to throw the scalps
apparently into the fire but really into
the pit, to be taken out again apd sold
once more to the inspector on his next
The present position was most
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serivus ; and the Minister, for his method
of dealing with it, deserved the thanks of
the Housge. )

Me. MORAN: In respect to this
matter a little life had been galvanised
into the Committee. It was not to be
- supposed that anyone who spoke so
vigorously as he had spoken this evening
could ultogether escape condemnation.
He warned the Committee that if the
accepted the Minister’s statement as final,
he (Mr. Moran) did not; and he hoped
no member in the Chamber who pre-
tended to be a man would condemn on
the ¢z parfe statement of the Minister
any officer of the Lands Department who
had been dismissed. The Minister had
made an ez parfe statement, and had
read snatches from voluminous jackets ;
and he might be unwittingly biased in
favour of his own action. It was evident
from the veiled threats of the Minister
that Mr, Wilson would be dealt with,

TeE Minister: Not unless he was
proved guilty.

Me. MORAN : Why, the Minister had
adduced what was apparently sufficient
proof to justify Mr. Wilsun's dismissal.
He (Mr. Moran) hoped this was only the
comtnencenment of the inquiry. These
Liands estimates were not going through
to-night. Tt was necessary to hear what
Mr., White would say at the public meet-
ing he was to address on Saturday night,
and to resume this discussion next Tues-
day in the light of that information. The
Minister should not deny the Committee
that privilege. It might be proved that
Mr. White, long before this emissary of
the Minister was sent out, condemned
the fence; that Mr. White was never the
inspector in charge but only an ordinary
inspector; that Mr. White was indicted
to shield someone else from blame; that
the Minister ought to have known from a
report by Mr. White that the work was
not satisfactory; that Mr. White wrote
to the Premier as well as to the Minister
to the effect that a certain sub-inspector
hud passed work which he (Mr. White)
had condemned; and that to this allega-
tion Mr. White had received no satis-
factory reply.

Tae Miwvistes: Such a communica-
tion had never been seen by him.

Me. MORAN : The Minister’s state-
ment was not sufficient.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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Tue Ministeg ssid he bad aiready
satisfied the Committee about Mr.
White; ndr did he think the Commitiee
had two opinions on the subject. He
{the Minister) courted the very fullest
inquiry.

Mr. MORAN: The Minister insisted
on saddling himself with every attack
made on the Government as a whole
When be (Mr. Moran) characterised the
Collie railway us a wanton piece of
political jobbery, the Minister took that
to himself. None supposed that the
Minister was responsible for that rail-
way, which was perbaps decided on before
he joined the Government; but he (Mr.
Moran) did not believe members would
allow any officer who asked for an inquiry
to be denmied that inquiry. We wanted
full light thrown on this rabbit question.
We knew that under the present Admiinis-
tration the first fencing post was put in
and the first pound spent; and that the
work bad been muddled. TFor that the
present Government were to blame;
and surely the Committee would not
allow the Government to cast the blame
on a few officers it those officers were not
given a fair hearing. As he (Mr. Moran)
came back to the House from dinner he
saw Mr. White for two minutes at the
gate. He had never seen him previousiy
save at 1 p.m. to.day, when he was
formally introduced to him in this build-
ing, and no words passed. He had never
known that Mr. White was connected
with the Stock Department. The Minister
introduced a queer idea wheu he said
members seemed to think that because

" Mr. White was connected with the Stck

Department he was to be singled out for
vengeance.

Tae MivisTER: The hon. member sug-
gested as mwuch in his speech. Only
yesterday he (the Minister) wrote a
minule asking whether it was troe that
Inspector White was still an officer of the
Stock Department, and directing that if
that were so arrangements should be
made for his retirement. He bad oot
known that Mr. White was an officer of
the Stock Department.

Mr. MORAN: Had anyone guthered
from his speech that he suggested Mr.
White had been harshly dealt with
because he was at one time a member of

_ the Stock Department. ?
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Tue Minisres : The hon. member had

referred to that matter.

Me. MORAN said he had never known
Mr. White from the proverbial bar of -

soap, nor had he known that Mr. White
was an officer of the Stock Departisent.
The Minister should recollect that “ con-
science doth make cowards of us all.”
He (Mr. Moran) had not mentioned Mr.
White as an officer of the Stock Depart-
went.
he (BMr. dMoran) was dealing generally
with the Stock Department and stated
‘that the steps which had been taken in
connection with that department were
similar to the wrong which was being
done now.

TEe MinisTER: An analogy was
drawn between the Stock Department
and the matter under debate.

Mr. MORAN: It was simply an
avalogy. Mr. White and Mr. Wilson—
and bear in miod he had never bad a
word to say against Mr. Wilson-—both
might be able to justify themselves. It
was not right that the reputation of a man
ghould be taken away by a peremptory
dismissal by the Minister without any
inquiry. The House had been asking for
regulations in connection with the civil
service and classification, and members
would not stand calmly by and see every
privilege of a civil servant taken from
him on the ipse dizit of a Minister.
He (Mr. Moran) would not. 1t was to
be regretted the Minister should have
referred to the fact of their friendship
and have stated that in times of trouble

the compliment might have been returned.

He (Mr. Moran) was uoder no obligation
to the Minister except that of friendship
for one whom he liked and respected,
but that was not near enough to prevent
an attack being made on u department of
which the Minister was nominally the
head. He (Mr. Moran) was under no
obligation to the Minister, There was
no need to talk of gratitude. The Minis-
ter was one of the favoured children of
the Forrest Government, but Sir Jobn
Forrest's buck was hardly turned when
the Minister rose and attacked -the For-
rest Government and their administration
for 10 years, ou purpose to pet into Parlia-
ment. If he (Mr. Moran) and the Minister
were on different sides of the House it
was not he (Mr. Moran) who had changed.
The Mipister was in a camp which

The Minister misunderstood, for
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he did not belong to previously, while he
(Mr. Movan) was still in the camp that kad
ruled the country for 10 years and ruled
it well. A matter of this kivd was so
important that somebody must take it up
and go into the question fearlessly. He
had not imputed any motive to the Mini.
ster, who had placed himself in a most
invidious position over the Stock Depart-
ment, no matter what the finding might
be. Onb the one hand the Minister was
defending himself practically, therefore
would find for bis own department.
People would say the Minister had a bias
towards his own department, and in order
to get rid of tbat suspicion a violent hias
must be taken the other way. How
much better it would have been to have
left the inquiry into the Stock Depart-
ment where it was placed, in the hands
of the magistrate, Mr. Roe? But the
inquiry was dragged away from Mr. Roe
and placed in the bands of the Minister.
What important announcement had there
been wade to-night about the inguiry?
The Minister told the Committee that he
was agked to do this; therefore he stood
to a large degree hiberated from blame.
But who asked the Minister ¥ There
could only be one person in this State
who tould ask the Minister, his chief, the
Premier, who was counsel for oune of the
firmg in dispute. The Minister was asked
by the Premier to take over the inquiry
while the Premier and his firm were
counsel for ene of the parties to the
dispute. The Minister acceded to the
requesl. The biame, if there was blane,
was on the Premier, which showed how
important was the discussion on this

oing. He (Mrv. Moran) knew the mem-
ber for Boulder very well, and knew he
would go into the matter unbiased as far
as he could ; but one had to look at the
fact that the inquiry was ssked for and
granted before an independent magis-
trate. The Premier was placed in this
invidious position, that one of the parties
to the dispute was his valued client. The
inquiry was removed from the magistrate
und placed in the hands of the Minister
tor Lands, who was junior to the Premier,
‘Was it wise or fair to the Minister for

' Lands? The inquiry ought to have been

wade as impartial as possible. These
Estimates should not be clused to.night;
we should have more light and more
inquiry into the question of the rabbit
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fence, so that no injustice should be done
to a civil servant who for years past had
been working in the desert without a
spell, Mr. White. It was vo easy matter
to live in what the Minister described as
a desert where only experienced bushmen
could travel. Mr. White had informed
him (Mr. Moran) that so far from the
Minister’s statement being correct that
be (Mr. White) was informed when he
came back to Burracoppin to go north,
nearly a mooth before in Perth Mr.
White received instructions from Mr.
Crawford to go morth, and vesented it,
and tried all he could to get out of it.
Did the Minister koow that¥ The
Minister did not.
inquiry to prove by documentary evidence
that what he said was correct. On his
arrival at Burracoppin Mr. White wired
to the Minister, and that wire could be
produced. In the light of all this, were
we to believe the Minister? The enthu-
giasm of the Minister was characteristic
iv everything which he had taken up.
The Minister could oot be blamed for
want of enthusiasm in his work or for
want of industry; very few could cow-
pare with him in these. The DMinister
was a young man, and as a member of
Parliament he had hardly cut his wisdom
teeth, and as a Minister his judgment
was bardly ripe enough to guoide the

House in @ matter of this kind. He

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. White wanted an

- ship

(Mr. Moran) did not regret the steps °
that had been taken in connection with -

this question. There were other wem-
bers of the House with a greater know-
ledge of Lhe details of the rabbit question
than he (Mr. Moran) haud. He had
spoken generally on the administration,
and ¢ wished to apologise to the mem-
ber for Plantagenet, who had taken a
great deal of interest in this question in
days gone by, for not having wentioned
the name of that member: it was because
he bad forgotten for the time being.
He had known that member more as an
advocate of the Esperance railway for
a number of years and a friend of
the goldfields than as an agricultural
member. The Minister had accused him
(Mr. Moran) of endeavouring to adver-
tise himself. There might be some truth
in that, but such a statement came badly
from the Minister. For two years
matters in connection with the rabbit
question had lain dormant; he had never

Lands, a discussion.

sought to, drag it up when it ought to
have been brought furwurd. The Minister
had gone out of his way to throw doubt
as to Mr. Keeley's abilities. Mr. Keeley
was a4 gentleman of experience and
honour and dignity, who was known far
and wide in Australin, who had been
connected with the rabbit buasiness in
Queensland, and it was impudence on
the purt of the Minister to cast a doubt
on this pgentleman’s experience. The
Minister might have attacked him (Mr.
Moran) and left Mr. Keeley alone. As the
Minister accused him of advertising himn--
self, well it had not cost him £750 for o
photo. and a pamphlet. He could get it
cheaper than that, and he would not get
the State to pay for it. Nor bad he gone
the length of having a thousand copies of
what was called an eloguent speech
attacking Mr. Nanson in this Chamber.
He hoped the little interchanges of love
and friendship between himself and the
member for Boulder would only serve to
cement the friendship which had stood
the test so long, DBy the time the
Minister was a few years older and the
House had had a little more of his dis-
tinguished presence and the country of
his Qistioguished services, past. differences
might be forgotten and the good friend-
continue, while the Minister
luxurjated in the sunshine of office and
he (Mr. Moran) remained in the cold
shade of Opposition.

Mg. WALLACE thanked the Minister
for the full explanation he had given of
the working of the Lands Department,
though it was to be regretted the attend-
ance of agricultural wembers in the
Chamber during the delivery of that
gtatement was not such us one could
expect, for only six agriculiural members
were present. The Minister was entitled
to credit for the improvements he had
effected in the working of his department
and in bringing up arrears. In regard
to the inspection of conditional pur-
chases, he (Mr. Wallace) had occasion to
vigit the department in reference to one
case, and was told that the only inspector
available for the work was then away in
another part of the country, and the
person interested in the land would have
to wait until the inspector returned,
although the matter was somewhat urgent.
He was glad that greater provision was
now mudefor the inspection of vonditional
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purchases.
ments effected by the present Minister
showed that the department must have
been in a lameniable state of confusion
when the Minister took office, for hun-
dreds of selections were awaiting inspec-
tion, and the number had been accumu-
lating for years. This state of things
did not reflect creditably on the previous
adwinistrators of the department; but
while recognising the present Minister’s
great emergy, it was possible to be too
energetic in trying to do too many things
in a short time, and if the present Minis-
ter had done some of the things with
more caution there would have been less
criticism on his actions than we had heard
to-day. Referring to the mode of dealing
with a piece of land when more than one
person applied for if, the system was for
a board to inquire as to the several
applicants and decide which was the
most fitted to have the land. Members
of such a board would be open to the
sugpicion of prejudice or bias, and he
did not think the determination should
be left to a board. Socme system of bal-
loting would be more satisfactory to
applicants, and would cause less dis-
satisfaction in regard to the actions of a
board. Referring to the disposal of an
estate neur York and the mode of dealing
with an allotment where there appeared
to be collusion, he suggested that instead
of putting up the particulur seclion to
auction some other system should be
devised, because the test should not be
the strength of a wan’s position finan-
cially. In other Stutes a system other

[12 NovemsEr, 1903.]
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The experiment in
importing stud cattle to improve the
breed of stock under Government super-
vision might be extended wusefully by
assisting farmers to stock their land, say
to the extent of a few head of suitable
stock or some sheep. In view of the
present good season, this seemed to be a
suitable opportunity for extending opera-

. tions in thig direction, and he hoped the

Minister would consider the suggestion,
ag it would tend to increase the quality
of stock for butter, for beef, and for
mutton, and would make it less neces-

_ sary to import stock from other Stales

when the ordipary supply from Kim-
berley fell off during part of the year.
The report of the Government refrigerat-
ing works indicated a coming expansion
in the frozen meat trade, now that
steatners were being fitted with refrigera-
tors. Frozen meat, becanse of its cheap-
ness, would always be in demand; and
the Government should pay some atten.
tion to the meat on its introduction to
the State, and more particularly to the
freezing chambers. There was sometimes
uncertainty as to the condition of frozen
meat from without the Commonwealth,
when put into freezing rooms. He had

. noticed that somne of it, if not diseased,

than that adopted in this State was

said to work salisfactorily. Officers
of the Horticultural and Viticultural
Departments, instead of travelling about
the world to discover a natural enemy to
the fruit fly, might be better employed
in looking after the vineyards and
orchurds within the State. There had

been great alarm about the codlin moth,
but he was not aware that it was really

doing much damage in this State.
Objection had been heard against the
employment of a poultry expert in con-
nection with the Agricultural Department
for improving the breed of poultry in
this State, though he did not think the
objection was reasonable; and the ener-
getic action taken by Mr. Sommers, the
late Minister, would produce good results

: 1o what condition it went 1n.

was in poor condition. Now that stock
in Australin and elsewhere was more or
less diseused, a close inspection of this
meat was necessary. Much of the local
fresh meat sold was two days 0ld ; it was
put in the refrigerators on Satuiday, and
sold to the public on Mondav as fresh
meat, though some of it wus uunfit for
consumption. The manager of the re-
frigerating works bad told a select com-
mittee that better supervision of meat in
refrigators was needed. In his speeches
to-night the Minister made no reference
to swine fever. He (Mr. Wallace) had
agked the Minister to buve some inspec-
tion made of the pork in refrigerating
rooms, and had been informed luter that
an inspection had been made, and only
one carcase found to be diseased.

Tee MinisTer: And that was only a
suspicinus case.

Mg. WALLACE: Still, there was a
chance of meat unfit for comsumption
eoming out of the refrigators, no matter
Apparently
the Health Department had always been
too apathetic to do anything in the
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interests of the community; and unless
the department were stirred up,. he feared
a continuance of the old Iuckadaisical
mode of inspection, which afforded no
protection to the public. Would the
Minister for Lands note, on behalf of the
Colonial Secretary, that closer supervision
over refrigeruting rooms was necessary ?
He (Mr. Wallace) did not mind being
called a faddist or an alarmist in health
matters, if be could assist the public. His
own inspection of piggeries and the reports
of official inspectors proved the correctness
of the statements of the member for
West Perth as to swine fever, Mr.
Leslie, whose piggery he (Mr. Wallace)
had visited, told him (hat the late Chief
Tuspectur-of Stock bad made two inspec-

[ASSEMBLY.]

tions of the pigs, and that between the |

firgt and the second a doctor, accom punied
by the late chief inspector, visited the
place because the lale chief inspector had
bought a boar there and tuken it to his
farm at Beverley, and Mr, Leslie believed

this had induced the Stock Department

to proclaim the disease swine fever. He
(Mr. Wallace) did not wish to make
unfair accusations, but to assist the
Minister in arriving at a conclusion, and
to convince him that he had erred in
administering some .of the sub-depart-
wments under his control. The fact that

Lands, o discussion.

To-night the Minister read many docu-
ments to the House. He (Mr. Wallace)
met Mr. White for the first time in leav-
ing this Chamber for dinner to-night, and
candidly told Mr. White that if the infor-
mation which the Minister had collected
from departmental files was correct, things
looked black against Mr. White; and
Mr. White then stated that he bad made
the presence of rabbits at Burracoppin
known to the Minister by means of tele-
graph or telephone.

Tre Minisrer : Such a communication
had never reached bim. At Northawn,
immediately on receiving the inforination
that Mr. White was going north frem
Burracoppin, he telegraphed to Mr.
White at Burracoppin to come back.

Mg. Moraw: Did not this show that
the Minister did not know everything,
and that lnquiry was uecessary ?

Tree MiviereEr: This point had no
bearing on the guestion.

Mer. WALLACE admitted that the
Minister's speech had certainly changed
his opinion of Mr. \White; but he (Mr.

"Wallace) still wished Mr. White, whose

reputation was at stake, to be given an

. opportunity at a pablic meeting or in

the disease was new in the State was

probably the only excuse for Lhe respon.
sible officials not discovering it sooner.

Tear MintsTER: Some of the outside
veterinary surgeons still maintained that
it was not swine fever.

Me. Moraw: No matter what it was
it killed pigs, and ought to huve been
checked.

Me. WALLACE: Probably the disease
prevailed because sanitary regulations
were not enforced in piggeres. Some of
these places were cleanly and up-to-dute ;
but the amell of others was perceptible
haif a.mile off, and the pigsin them could
not be healthy. Fortunutely, badly kept
piggeries were few. If the Health De-
partiment had not enough inspectnrs, let
others be appointed, or wransfer the work
to another department. The rabbit ques-
tion hud been so threshed out that he
(Mr. Wallace), not being an experi,
would only say that be did not accuse the
Minister for Lands of reading statements
which he knew to be unfair, but he
accused the Minister of indiscretion.

the Press to put his side of the case
before the public.

Tee MintstEr: Mr. White in his
letter admitted that the fence was bad,
and that he was respounsible. Read his
resignation.

Mg. WALLACE : Had not reports as
to the coudition of the fence been made
prior to the Minister's discoveries? As
Mr. White was responsible to his superior
(Mr. Wilson), was the Minister right in
throwing the whole blame on Mr. White?

TuE MiniaTeR: That had not been done.

Mr. WALLACE: Perbaps unwittingly
the Minister strongly emphasised some
points in the documents he read to-night,
so that members were led to believe that
the Minister was backed up by informa.
tion other than that in the documents.

TrE MinisTer: Surely the statement
was clear,

Me. WALLACE wished to remain
neutral until all the officers in question
kad an opportunity of placing their
cases before Parliament, at a public meet-
ing or in the Press.

The MixisTEe said he had asked Mr.
White to place his case before him, and

© Mr. White had refused.



Annual Estimates:

Meu. WALLACE: Mr. White had had
no opportunity of placing his ease before
the House; Parliament bad not inquired
mto the accusations made, and the Min-
ister would admit the unfairness of asking
the House to come to a decision on an
ex parle statement. No matter what
the feeling of members was towards the
Government, if we wished to be honest
and fair we could not blawme the Govern-

ment for the position of to-day, for the

Government had entered into certain con-

tracts, and had emploved men to soper-

vise the carrying out of the work. There
were clear specifications, and the Govern-
ment placed trust in the supervisors.
Therefore it was hardly fair to blame the
Government hecause their officers, in
whom they placed trust, neglected to do
their duty. For yeurs the member for
‘West Perth had supported a party which
had an opportunity of keeping back the
rabbit invagion, but that party took no
action. On oune occasion when rhe matter
was wmentioned in the House Sir John
Forrest accused the members who spoke
about it of being alarmists, To-day the
man who wae looked on as an alarmist
was of great value to any country, because
if an alarm was raised there was an
opportunity of arming ourselves against
any invasion, no watter what it might be.
If the gueation had been raised vears ago
inthe way in which it had been brought
forward to-day, we would have had a
fence erected, and the rabbits wonld have
been on the other side of that fenrce. He
did not know what means the Govern-
ment proposed to take to assist the
settlers on the western side of the fence,
hut he boped it was intended to supply
those settlers with wire netting and ussist
them financially to enclose their hold-
ings.

Tae MiNisTer :  Already
announced that the Government had 160
miles of wire fencing for that purpose.

Me. WALLACE: But the conditions
under which the Government were advane-
ing the netting were not as favourable as
eontld he gbtained outside.

Tre MimisTer: That was not correct.

Mz WALLACE: A person who ought
to know had informed him (Mr. Wallace)
that such was the case, and this settler
had wired to fhe Eastern States for
quotations, having been adrised that he
could get wire netting at a less price and

(12 Novexeer, 1903.]

_ a9 speedily as possible.

he had
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under better conditions than those offered
by the Government.

Tae MinisTEr: That was incorrect,
unless there had been a fluctuation in the
price since the netting was landed.

Mr. WALTACE: The Government
should consider those settlers on the
western side of the fence and assist them
Did the Minister
announce the conditions under which the
netting was being supplied to settlers?

Tue Ministee: There were regula-
tions.

Mgr. WALLACE: The Minister coald
have indicated briefly the conditions under
which the wire netting was to be advanced.
The settlers on the eastern side of the
fence should be considersd as well as
those on the western side. There were
many holdings on the western side which
the rabbits had not reached yet, and the
settlers there should be given an oppor-
tunity of enclosing their holdings, not
little patches, so as to prevent the in-
vasion of the rabbits. If members looked
up the report of the Department of
Agriculture they would find a lot of
information as to the progress the rabbits
had made in this State. He wished to

- deal with the stock question, as he had

always interested himself in stock matters,
although he was looked upon with a
certain amount of suspicion by members
who pretended to know everything. In
the early period of his residence in this
State there was a serious diseuse amongst
the herds from the north of Geraldton to
the south of the State. The ruvages
caused ruin to some pastoralists. He
referred to scab in sheep.  The lute Chief
Luspector of Stock who was in charge of
the Stock Department at the time
strugpled bard to get rid of the disease.
In one case the inspector took action
under powers vested iu him and issued
orders that stock were to be ireated in a

. certain way, and In omne instynce his

orders were cancelled by the head of the
Government. He referred to a case
in the south-west of the State where tick
or lice were discovered in sheep, and an
order was made that the sheep should be
dipped. The owner of the sheep was
away in Melbourne at the time, and his
manager communicated with him.  The
owner then wired to Sir John Forrest
condemning the action which the Chief

| Inspector had taken, and went szo fur as
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to say that if the order was enforced in
regard to dipping all his sheep, then
every kangeroo in the south-west should
be dipped also.  The Stock Department
had for years been labouring under
serious difficulties.

[ASSEMBLY ]

Lands, a discussion.

jection as to counsel being employed on
cither side in the case, and eventunally
counsel were not allowed in the ingniry

" conducted by Mr. Commissioner Roe.

Mzx. Burees: It was a perfect farce, .

the way in which the Stock Department
wasg being carried out to thie day.

Mz, WALLACE: It was in the best
interests of the sheep farmers that the
tick or lice in sheep should be got rid of.
Wool clipped from these sheep was sent
abroad, and might convey the tick or
lice to clean sheep.
discovered in sheep at York. The present
Minister for Lands had taken a stand
similar to that taken by a Minister in the
previous period. The present Miuister
had laid a large pile of papers on the
table in response to a motion by him,

As to the propriety of the Minister for
Lands sitting as chairman to conduct an
inquiry into his own department, members
had cnly to compare this with the recent

. libel ease of Spear v. Parker, to realise

Tick or lice were -

which papers he (Me. Wallace) perused .
in part. Certain regulations were made -

under the Stock Diseases Act prohibiting

the removal of stock from the quurantine
ground at Owen's Anchorage, the removal .

being for slaughter only and at the place
specified in the permit. To show how the
system worked, he visiled the quarantine
ground sowe vears ago and saw cattle

there that were too poor to eat, and they -

were not permitted to be removed except

for slaughter. The decision of the present.

Minister to hold an inquiry himself into
charges which had been made by a
firm of stock importers againet the

department was a mistaken course for the -

Mipister to take. The practice of the
department had been to give o permit for
the removal of certain stock to a certain
place for slaughter, and instructions to
that effect would be sent by telegraph to
the department’s officer, who would then
await the arrival of thestock. The depart-
ment wished to tuke actionagainsta certain
firm for having violated the regulations,
but some difficulty ensued as to the tri-
bunal which ahou{d inquire. After some
delay Mr. Commissioner Roe consented
to conduct the inquiry. When the
inquiry had gone a certain length, an
officer of the Stock Department, acting
under instructions from the present
Minister for Lands, weut to Mr. Com-
missioner Roe's office and took possession
of the papers, though it did not appear
whether this was done with the sanction
of Mr. Roe. There had been some ob-

what an outery there would have been
in the country if Mr. Justice Parker, the
accused party in that case, bad claimed
to preside over the inquiry in his capacity
as a Judge.

Tae Minisrer ror TLanps: What
interest eculd it be him (the Minister)
whatever the result of the inquiry might
be?

Mz. WALLACE : Each side reviewed
the evidence given by the other side, and
it was to be noticed that the firm which
huad made charges against the department,
in reviewing the evidence passed certain
reflections on the Chief Inspector of
Stock in regard to bis experience during
31 years in office, und criticised the
matner in which witnesses gave their
evidence, insinuating that these witnesses
for the department had been previously
“squared,’ and impuoting all sorts of
dishonesty to the witnesses, except only
ag to one witness. That witness was Mr.
Stevens, who had bad a long practical
experience in BEast Kimberley in stock,
and the firm in veviewing bis evidence
ridicaled it, and pointed out that his
knowledge of tick and of stock matters
generally had been gained by the faet
that he bad slept in a stockyard one
night. This kind of cumment showed
an amount of venom on the part of those
wbo conducted that side of the case, and
it must be said also there was a great
deal of venom on the other side. In
carrying out the inquiry, it was made
evident that the "Stock Department had
kept closely to the powers vested in it in
regard to stock diseases. Even though
counsel were not allowed on either side
in this inquiry, yet the counsel who was
advising the side against the Government
was & member of the firm in which the
Attorney (eueral was senior partoer.
It appeared that the Minister for Lands,
in condueting this inquiry, ncted on the
advice of the Attorney General, who was
senior partner in the firm thut was
fighting the Government in this inquiry.



Annual Estimales :

The case hinged on the production of a
permit to truck the cattle, which were
trucked to Coolgardie, whereas the Stock
Department alleged that they should
have heen trucked to Kalgoorlie. The
permit was not forthcoming. Mr. Nuthan,
the officer of the department at Cool-
gurdie, had some veurs ago visited the
stock yards at Fremantle with a select
committee to inquire as to cattle tick;
and when there, one of the partvers of
the firm in question made light of Mr.
Nathan’s knowledge of the subject; but
at the inquiry before the Minister the
samne firm made use of Mr. Nathan, who
came to Perth to give evidence in favour
nf the firm and against his own depart-
ment,

M=z Preorr: Was the evidence false ?

Mr. WALLACE : Probably; because
Mr. Nathan was the officer who usually
received these permits, and none but this
permit was missing ; and the Railway
Departinent subsequently refused to hand
him permits without getting receipts.
At the inquiry Mr. Nathan was treated
by the Stock Department as a hostile
witness. In the absence of the permit
the Minister had to rely on conflicting
oral and other evidence, but discovered
on the butt of the permit book the word
“ Coolgardie,” written in pencil, in a line
with © Kulgoorlie,” which was admittedly
in the writing not of the chief officer but
of Mr. Stevens; bat neither officer conld
remember whether the actual permit was
far Coolgardie. The present acting chi-f
inspector said he might have altered it
but believed he had filled in « Kalgoorlie,”
as be did on the butt. Some time pre.
viously Mr. Nathan, in replying through
the Minister to & question in the House,
stated by telegram that it was not the
custom to depasture cattle on the gold-
fields; vet at the inguiry he admitted
thut this had been a common practice for
years. He (the Minister) summed up
against the Stock Department. That was
theonly saving feature inthe action hetook.
He muat have known by the records that
the then Chief Tnspector, Mr. Craig, had
served for B0 years in that capacity, and
had, when he was freed from Ministerial
interference, rendered valuable service by
exterminating seab in sheep, though prior
to his being given a free hand he had
been accused of collusion with some per-
sons who wanted emplovment. This
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service proved that Mr. Craig knew how
to cope with stock discases. In the
South-West Division the same officer was
ordered by Sir John Forrest to rescind
an order issued; and as a result the
whole of the flocks in the South-West,
and probably some in the East, bad to be
dipped. As to the inquiry, the consignee
should have been proceeded against for
breach of regulations, and not the person
who in good faith received the cattle at
the otherend. Mr. D’Arcy Uhr was only
the receiver, and the consigning firm
were liable. The trouble first arose
through trucking the cattle contrary to
the regulations, at a place other than
that mentioned in the permit; and if
the Government had allowed the Stock
Department to proceed as it desired, the
firm justead of Mr. D'Arcy Ubr would
have been prosecuted. Even if the evi-
dence showed that the department had
been lax, yet had the chairman been any
other than the Minister he would not
have taken the drastic step of dismiss.
ing the chief officer of that department.
Some bungle did occur, and if we visited
the sins of the responsible officer on the
Miuister he would have a heavy burden
to carry, and the tone of the remurks of
the Minister to-night indicated that he
should not be blamed for the maladminis.
tration of his supervisors. Referring to
the late Chief Inspector of Stock, there
was nothing in the evidence to justify the
dismissal of Mr. Craig. Mr. Paterson,
the* Director of Agriculture, who knew
Mr. Craig from boyhood, in his report
referred to Mr. Craig’s retirement in these
words :—

An important change has heen effected in the
stock branch of the department by the retire-
ment of the Chief Inspector of Stock (Mr. J.
Morton Craig) on his pension. Mr, Craig has
been a valued officer of the stock branch for
thirty-one years, and it is mainly through his
energy and unwavering enforcement of the
State’s ennctments that scab was eradicated
fromour flocks. It wasa gigantic underfaking
considering the anormous area of the country
and its wooded condition, while Mr. Craig also
experienced cunsiderable opposition from the
settlers. His valuable advice in stock matters
will be greatly missed, as Mr. Craig had such
a general and extewsive kmowledge of the
country.

Mr. Paterson was better qualified to
judge than the Minister for Lands or the
Premier as to the qualifications of M.
Craig, who had given 31 years to this
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department, and during that time had a | the present Government had been as lax

most difficult task to perform, coming in
contact with cattle raisers and sheep
raisers and the stock owners generally,
Mr. Craig held & most uzpleasant position,
and had not received the support of
Ministers. If the Minister for Lands
intended to adopt the same autocratic
attitude in regard to the other sub-
departments under him that he had done
to the Stock Department the confusion
in the Lands TNepartment, which the

there when he left it. IL was to be
regretted the Government bad supported

as uny in regard to the rabbit invasion.
Just at the start of responsible govern-
nment the member for Plantagenet, whose
district extended to Eucla, brought the
matter prowinently before the House
and kept pegging away at it, and after
some years of hard work that member
succeeded in getting the attention of the
Governiment drawn slightly to the ques-
tion, At that time the Minister for

" Lands, he thought it was Mr. Richard-
Minister led one to believe was to be -
found when he took office, would still be -

the decision of the Minister as to the .
retirement of Mr. Craig, seeing that '

officer had a good rvecord. Even those
whowm Mr. Craig came in confiict with in
the administration of his department had
expressed sympathy with that officer, and
were not in agreement with the decision
of the Minister. When the Hstimates
were under consideration he (Mr. Wal-
lace) intended to express his opinion on
the officer now holding the position of
Chief I[nspector of Stock, for that oiticer
was largely responsible for the tronble
which had brought about the dismissal
of Mr. Craig. There had been too much
suppression policy in the past, and he
regretted the Minister was not in a
position to give informution to-night
about the disease in swine.
passed the matter over, which wus to be
regretted, but before the debate von-
cluded perhaps the Minister would give
the Committee some information. As

The Minister

far as the land policy of the State was

concerned, credit must be given to the
Minister for the enmergy which he had
displayed and his desire to become

acquainted with the conditions under .

which people had to setile in the country.
As the Minister grew older in office he

might see the folly of rushing hastily

into matters of dispute. One hoped some
consideration would be given to Mr. Craig
in addition to his pension.

Mz, THOMAS : There would be oppor-
tunities of discussing the various items
in the Iands esiimates when dealt with ;

gon, begged and prayed of Sir John
Forrest to give him money to cope with
the rabbits while there was time. Sir
John Forrest consented to spend £2,000
or £3,000 in the purchase of cats and to
send them out into the bush ; at any rate,
two or three ship-loads of cats were sent
to Esperance and landed there, and sent
out into the country. Omn coming into
the House three years ago, the first speech
which he (Mr. Thomas) made was in
reference to the urgent -necessity for the
(uvernment doing something to stop the
rabbit invasion while there wus time.
He then asked that the Government
should cable to any part of the world to
get rabbit netting, at any price, s as to
put up a fence while there was time.
He asked on behalf of the squatters and
the settlers and those developing the
pastoral interests of the country that
they should be protected by a subsidiary
line of fencing. He wished to have a
line of fence in addition to the one which
the Government intended to erect, starting
from Starvation Harbour. A deliberate
promise was given by Mr. Leake that a
subsidiary fence should be erected for the
protection of those settlers to the east of
the Government fence, but nothing was
done in the matter, and this had been
going on year after year. He had stated
that reports were given that the rabbits
were advancing, but that it would be
necessary for reports to be received that
the rabbits were at Narrogin and Bun.
bury before the rabbit fence was erected.

. As far as the eastern settlers were con-

therefore he intended io devote most of -

his remarks to-night to the question of
the rabbit invasion. Not only in the
past had administration been faulty and

negligent in regard to this matter, but

cerned, the Minister for Lands stated
that he did oot think it would mean the
abandonment of the land there, and that
he did not know of anyone who had
abandoned any holding, or that people
were going to fence,

Tee Mivister: Only one case had
been brought under his notice, that of
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Dempster Brothers, who had asked for
netting.

Me. THOMAS: Within the last two
or three weeks he had a long interview
with Mr. Hewison, who had travelled
through the counutry for many years past,
and the report which that gentleman
gave him was most alarming, He (Mr.
Thomas) did not want to be termed an
alarmist, and probably he would be doing
injury to some of the settlers and the
squatters of bis district when giving the
facts of the case, but he could not helpit,
because he believed sume of the settlers
in his district were responsible, m a
certain way, for the state of affairs in
regard to the rabbit-proof fence. These
settlers desired to realise a good price for
their holdings and they were afraid to
own that rabbits were approaching, there-
fora on many occasions the settlers sent
reports that the rumours that the rabbits
existed in large numbers were incorrect.
To-day these settlers were fully alive to
the seriousness of the position, and Mr.
Hewison told him that there was no
hope, but that the settlers around Balla-
donia and that district would bave to
give the country best and go somewhere
else to get a livelihood.

Tae MinistEr: They had not applied
for netting.

Mz. THOMAS: Settlers had applied
for netting. He thought applications and
inquiries would be found from Pontaine
Bros.,, (traham, Brooks, Crossing and
Anderson, and their predecessors in that
atation. )

Tar MinisTer : Not in bis time.

Mr. THOMAS: In Dr. Jameson's
time, but no fencing was available at
that time to enable these persons to fence
their properties. It appeared the posi-
tion was that for 200 miles outside of
Eucla, the country had been eaten as
bare as the floor of this House, not a
blade of grass left. Had the statements
which the member for Plantagenet re-
peatedly wade been acted om, had the
report made by Mr. Mason been acted on,
had the requests made by Mr. Richardson
(then Commissioner for Crown Lands)
been acted on, had the requests of Mr.
Conolly (then respresentative of Dundas)
been acted on, had his own strong repre-
sentations been carried out and those of
a late Minister for Lands (Mr. Moran)
been carried out, we should not now
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have this trouble staring us in the face,
and settlers who were being ruined or
were losing the value of their property
would not have to suffer as they were
suffering now. Mr. Hewison told him
that land he had travelled over some little
time ago was then in a splendid state and
he was able to feed the catile he was
droving; but that three weeks after-
wards, In again passing over what had been
splendid country, he found it eaten bare.
At the present rate of progress the rabbits
were making, they would be at the fence
ingide two and a half years, and then
there would be nothing that could he
done to save the rest of the State from
invasion. He had been laughed at
enough when he tried to rouse this
House three years ago; but he had been
in contact lately with scores of people
who had seen the rabbits, and this House
would :find that the statements he had
been making were not alarmist state-
ments. When he said a short time ago
that a portion of the country now being
bored for water in comnection with the
Transcontinental Railway project was
worth protecting, the Premier laughed at
him ; but now the rabbits had cleared that
country bare. He hoped that the steps
which were being taken would stop their
coming past the present fence, becaunse it
was too late to do anything towards
stopping thew from coming east of the
fence. If the Minister did not fence
now, he would have to go to a bigger
expense and have to open a proper stock
route to the goldfields; he would have to
fence big areas as feeding grounds on
the way. ' The rabbits were passing these
stations, aud it would be then no good to
put up a fence to save a station here or
there, for what would be the good if the
whole country between s man’s station
and his market was made as bare as this
floor? There would be no feeding
ground tben for droving the stock to
market. The Minister had referred to
stations in that district. One station
was owned by the Grahums, who were
born in the district and had done their
best to open it up; and during Mr.
Hewison's last trip he bought every
animal on the station, when the Grahams
quitted it. There would be many more
quitting their stations before a few
months were over. He would now refer
to the case of Inspector White, who had
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been dealt with unjustly, and would
refer to reports that Mr. White had been
giving to the department during years
past in reference to the rabbit invasion.
Mr. White was a constituent of his, and
came to him in Coolgardie on October
30th last and placed bis case before him.
The file of papers on the table revealed
that when he (Mr. Thomas) was strongly
advoeating a subsidiary fence, Mr. White
was against him on that subjeet and was
advising the department pot to put up a
subsidiary fence to protect Esperance,
but to erect a fence farther west. This
circumstance showed that in now bring-
ing Mr. White’s case before the House
he was not prejudiced in Mr. White's
favour. On March 12th Mr. White
first came through from the sonth
¢oast to Burracoppin, that being his
first tour of inspection, and he reported
to the secretary of the Rabbit Depart-
ment that the coustal contract No. 1 was
satisfactory, that No. 2 was satisfactory,
that No. 8 contract (145 miles) was satis-

factory to the extent of 42 miles then

erected. On March 27th, other sub-
inspectors then being on the job, Mr.
White again went to theline of the fence
to put Sub-inspector James on the route,
and showed him the line be would have
to carefully superintend and inspect, and
there left him. Mr. White then returned
and went north to put Warnecke on to
Dwyer’s section of the fence. Then M.
White tried to go 25¢ miles north with
horses, but had t¢ turn back because
there was no feed and no water. This
he reported to the department. When
the Minister was speaking, he led mem-
bers to believe that it was Mr. White's
fault, that it was his proposal to go
ahead north with horses over country
which Surveyor Canning had failed to
do with camels. [The Mixisrer: No.]
Mr. White reported to the department
that he had to turn back with horses
becanse there was no feed and no water.
The next inspection started on April
18th, and was reported as soon as Mr.
White could get to a place to write it,
and it was reported to the departinent on
April 27th. At that time Mr. White

inspected by Sub-inspectors James and
Warnecke was very unsatisfactory, and
that he was writing to the former (James)
and bad interviewed the latter, and said
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the rain had washed away some of the
fencing, that the trench was only three
inches deep in places, that the straining
posts were cut under size, and that he
wrote to Sub-inspector James very
strongly, telling him he could not put up
with the work of inspection which was
going on in that contract. This was on
April 27th.  On April 30th he wrote to
Cocking, contractor, saying he bad
instructed the sub-inspectors that every-
thing was to be carried out” to the
letter, and that he must be personally
asgsured that everything was properly
done before he would pass any more
progress payments. In his lefter to
Cocking he said that 15 miles of the
fence would have to be gone over again.
That was his second tour. He started
next from Burracoppin on April 18th,
travelling about 30 miles a day on the
average, and he pnext went to Starvation
Boat Harbour and was delayed a week
cancelling a contract and reletting it. As
to Mr. ‘White's attention to duty, he
(Mr. Thomas) had this assurance not
only from Mr. White, but from other
people in his district whom White had
offended in regard to this fencing
business, that during the whole time he
had spent with the department he
travelled night aund day all over the
country, and very rarely did he take a
Sunday off, but that on this oceasion he
went home on Sunday and Monday.
Next he went to Burracoppin, and
started north 150 miles to report
on  the” country in that direction.
These were the dates of ouly a few of the
more important letters, and showed the
gist of the letters Mr. White wrote. Mr.
White came to Perth in June, handed in
his report, and found for the first time
that no provision was made on the annual
Estimates for his salary for the next year,
On the 28th June he wrote to the depart-
ment asking for the grounds of his
dizsmissal; and he (Mr. Thomas) -was
informed that no reply had ever heen
received.

Tee MivisTer: Read the file.

Me. THOMAS : Directly. On the

- 26th June Mr. White wrote a report to
stated that the fence which had been

the secretary of the Rabbit Department,
giving the result of the trip north. The
next inspection Mr. White made of the
fence was in August. Afier returping

_ from the trip north and writing bhis
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report in Perth on 26th June, Mr. White
went to Esperance to get his plant
together, and from Esperance to Starva-
tion Boat Harbour. All would recognise
that after going from Perth to Coolgurdie,
thence in five or seven days to Esperance,
and thence to Starvation Boat Harbour,
he must have been very quick to get to
the fence in August. From the 92-Mile,
at Emu Rock, south of Burracoppin, he
wrote to Sub-Inspector Jumes on 15th
August, stating that he found the stand-
ards bad; that instead of the boles being
dumped down with a bar, the standards
had been driven in on the slant a few
inches, and then bent so as to appear in
an upright position above the ground;
that the flood gates were unsatisfactory ;
that in many instances the netting was
not down four inches ; and that he esti-
mated that over 30 per cent. of the
standurds were umsatisfactory. On the
20th August he wrote to Cocking from
the 79-Mile Rocks in regard to contract
No. 3, and gave Cocking notice that under
Clause 8 of the agreement he (Mr.
White) would aonul the contract, and
referred to letters repeatedly written to
Mr. James insisting on better work.
On the 26th August Mr. White
wrote to the secretary of the depart-
ment, telling him again that Cocking's
contract was most unsatisfactory; that a
fine had been inflicted on Cocking; that
he (Mr. White) bad spoken of the
standards, and had threatened to annul
Cocking's contract. This letter it was
certain the Minister had never seen.

Tue MinisTeR: Qnite right.

Me. THOMAS : The letter stated also
that the wire netting sent to him, and
supposed to have been inspected by the
eelebrated Mr. Carruthers, our consulting
engineer in London, and by Mr. Wilson
when it landed at Fremantle, was not up
to the standard, and that it was from an
ineh to an inch and a half topo narrow.
Mr. White stated in his letter, and this
was evidently the crux of the whole
case: —

In view of these above discrepancies, I am
reluctantly compelled to suggest that Sub-
inspector James be transferred to some other
work than that of inspection, as he hag
evidently not displayed that firmness in seeing
the work carried owt in accordance with the
specificationa that he should have done.
Before, however, taking this step, I shonld
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much prefer if you could personally inspect
the work and decide for yourself.

That was the action of an honourable
man. From the 27th March till the 26th
August Mr. White had been repeatedly
warning Mr. James that his work was
entirely unsatisfactory, and not only had
he written to Mr. James to that effect,
but he had threatened the contractor, and
gent full information on every point to
the secretary of the department. As to
Mr. White’s resignation, he was justified
in resigning; in fact, after Mr. White
had placed his cage before him (Mr.
Thomas), on the 30th October, he had
almost advised Mr. White to take that
action, because he could see that Mr.
White had no chance, while in the
department, of getting justice. On the
29th June Mr. White wrote to the
Director of Agriculture:—

Re my dismissal. I have been too busy,
since my arrival in Perth, in preparation of my
report un the northern trip and progress pay-
ments in connection with the department, to
go fully into the matter, neither were my copies
of letters sent, or replies received thereto, avail-
ableuntilnow, asI had to send forthem. [have
already expressed my surprise, both to you and
to the secretary, at the verbal intimations I
received that my services would be dispensed
with in this sunmary manner; bat as [ have
this intimation, and knowing that the Esti-
meates are under consideration, I now take this
opportunity of placing my position before you.
I understand, both from you and the secre-
tary, that the grounds for dismissal are that I
resigned, or intended doing so at once. I fail
to see that any such interpretation can be
placed on any letter of mine addresaed to the
department. On the contrary, in my applica-
tion for an increase, based vn a conversation
held with the secretary on the 17th April last,
no reference was made to resigning: and in
the course of conversation T distinctly told the
secretary I had no intention of resigning
immediately. If you go farther back to wmy
letter of the 12th April—ihe only one in which
I made any reference to resigning—1I distinctly
stated I did not intend resigning. 1 was uot
and am mnot prepared, by resigning or dis-
missal, to waive my claim to any leave of
absence or retiring allowance I am entitled
to (and the fairness of which haa been
assented to by the late Minister, Dr. Jameson)
by retiring hefore my 12 months’ engapement
expires. My locomotion and subaistence allow-
ances to which I am entitled under the scale
of allowances to public servants travelling on
duty have also accumulated, and accounts of
these will be submitted on receipt of my books
from Esperance.

I respectfully submit that the following is
my position, and trost that you will take a
fair and impartial view of the matter. I was
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employed in the first instance at a salary of
£200 per annum, residing at my home at
Esperance as headqlua,rt.ers, and finding my
own plant. Secondly, I was transferred to
Norseman as my headquarters, with an in-
crease of salary amounting in all to £350
per annum, and was algo required to find my
own plant and borges. Since then I have been
oonstantly travelling all over the State, which
has necessitated my using three times the
quantity of horseflesh in the shape of horses
and mules, and I was verbally promised by
the late Minister, Mr, Sommers, an additional
allowance for fodder for horses god mules.
This not having been made, and the Civil
Service Commiesion having been created, and
being informed that [ should be required in
evidence, and being told that any increase
decided on by them would be retrospective and
would date as from 30th of June last, I was
quite cortent to abide by their decision ; but,
to my surprise, some days after being in-
formed I should require to give evidence, I
saw their report appearing in the daily news-
papers to the effect that my position was to
remain as before at a salary of £350. It was
not, until after this intimation (the only in-
timation I have had other than verbal that
my position was to be abolished) that I made
an application for additional allowance, and
waa disallowed by the Minister, as per letter
from eecretary dated May 7, 1903, A day
or two after this, I was again notified that the
Civil Service Commigsion required my evi-
dence, and proceeded to Perth and laid my
case before them, and if in their report they
decided I was entitled to an additional allow-
ance I think I should have been notified of it.
I have given my whole nndivided attention to
my duties in this and the Stock Department
since my appointment, working alternately
seven mules and five horses, often travelling
from 4 a.m. 0 9 p.m., unacecompanied, over long,
dry atretches of desert country, and some-
times with only an allowance of three quarts
of water a day for my own use and two gallons
each for hovses and mules, and then bad to
snatch an hour or two’s sleep so as not to let
the horses or mules stray, as in the event of
such happening it probably meant periching
with thirst. Knowing the opposition there
wak in certain quarters to the recommendation
of the Royal Commission to inquire inte the
rabbit question, viz., to create a new depart-
ment, I declined to accept the position, which
meent sacrificing my interests at Esperance
and removing my family to Perth, which you
will admit as things are would have been very
short-sighted policy, and would have placed
me even in a worse position than I stand in
to-day.
He was apparently offered the billet of
head of the departinent.

Tae Mivmisrer: Was that the hon.
member’s statement ?

Me. THOMAS: That was inferred
by him from the letter, which was an
official document, Be (Mr. Thomas)
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would make the assertion that this
officer was offered the position. The
letter went on:

I have never at any time neglectedmy work
and never left for to.morrow what could be
done to-day, and have never suggested or
recommended any matter to the department
which I did not think was to its best interests.
InfactI have made many enemies of old friends,
and am myself a sufferer by not recommending
tha enclosure of portion of the Esperance
district within the barrier fence, and that thia
fence is not completed to-day to n greater
distance is due entirely to my recommendation
not being promptly carried out, as my letters
will show. I claim to have been doing two
men’s work for the last 12 or 18 months, and T
have asked that a thorough inspection might
be made of the work carried out both in
fencing and in water conservation, and in the
latter I claim that no work has been carried
ont of a eimilar nature in any of the Govern-
ment departments at so low & cost. I also
claim to have, through delaying of tenders
for a fortnight, saved the department over
£1,600 in one contract alone, of which the
late Minister, Dr. Jameson, was fully aware,
and probably the Premier will remember. If
the dismissal is to take place, I should be
notified of it,in writing, and I ask that the
grounds for such should be stated, so that I
may be in a position to take such action as I
may think fit under the circumstances, and
not find myself stranded at Kimberley Ranges
or some other outlandish place at a minute’s
notice. Asitis, it will take me three months
to collect or dispose of my plant, which ia
scattered from Mount Magnet to Eucla. I
cannot help thinking there is no inducement
for anyone to enfer the Government service
and endeavour to do their duty.

To thig letter, written on the 29th June,
he received no reply. During the time
Mr. White was on this job he had to
travel oun an average about 30 miles a
day, all over the country practically. He
had to find his own plant. On an average
he worked at least two mules and two
horses, and on some ocecasions he had as
many as 15 horses, seven mules, and two
camels. He had to keep and pay a black
boy, and the cost could, one supposed,
Lbe put at 15s. or £1 a week. Out of
that £150 Mr. White had to pay for all
the fodder and keep these horses, camels,

~ and mules going, and if he went away he

had, unless able to send these horses
back to his paddock in Esperance, to pay
someone else for the hire of a paddock.
Should not the promise made be carried
out ¥ That promise was given verbally,
and there was every reason to believe
Mr. Charles Bommers was not going
back upon the promise. That man had
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travelled and stayed at hotels. If travel-

ling in the back country, his breakfast, -

luncheon, and dinner would cost 3s., and
his bed 8s, and then he had to bny
tucker for his nigger. If he travelled by
steamer, the steamer fare was paid, if by
coach the coach fare, and if by rail his
ticket was given him ; but if he travelled
on the raillway be had to pay for his
meals. If summoned to Perth-—and he
bad been summoned to Perth lots of
times to look into the question of new
specifications for econtracts—he had to
stay at a hotel, and the department had
nof, paid his expenses. He (Mr. Thomas)
did not believe the Minister knew these
facts, otherwise the hon. gentleman
would not have dared to put up with
such a scandalous state of affairs as
bhad existed for the last two years in
conne tion with Inspector White, whe did
his utinost all the time he was with the
Government. Out of a salary of £350
there was not much left when he had to
incur such heavy expenditure. It was
scandalous, and the Minister did not
Enow the full facts of the case. The file
proceeded. The secretary of the Rabbit
Department (Mr. Wilson) wrote to the
Director of Agricnlturs as follows . —

I bave read Mr. Inspector White's letter
bersunder. It is evident the writer was
smarting under a feeling of disappointment—
Probably the reference was to the chief
position in the department. The letter
proceeded :—
and imagined wrong on hearing of the pro-
posal to make no provision for his services on
the draft Estimates for the ensuing year; and
he has buen led in consequence to take a
somewhat extreme view of the matter through-
out. I cunnot help agrecing with you that
Mr. Inapector White has himself been largely
responsible for any such action as it was pro-
posed to take in the direction of retiring him,
though no suggestion has ever fallen from me
that 1t was Mr. White’s wish to resign immedi-
ately. His various expressions to me, both
verbally and in writing, to the effect that he
was * pretty nearly full up of *” the work,

If the statements made were correct, no
wonder the officer was full up of the
work. He worked 20 hours out of the

gleep each day. The letter continued—

and his hintings at resigning were followed up -

by hia writing, on 12th April, “I have fully
made up my mind to resign,” unless he were
granted farther concessions by ths Govern-
ment.
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One would think so.
coeded :-—

I therefore got him to formulate this, resulting
in his claim for forage allowence, which ¢laim
was refused.

This was a report by a man who had the
comfortable job of sitting in an office :—
Mr, White has persistently intimated to me
that his private affairs were in much need of
hie whole time and attention; and that in any
case his intention was to remainin the servica
only until such time as he had accumulated a
certain amount of funds which he needed for
private enterprises, and which, I understood
him to say, would take him to about the end
of the present calendar year, or till the fencing
contracts then in progress were completed.

One would like to know whether Mr.
Wilson was in the habit of {)la.cing
private conversations upon a public file,
and whether he knew the meaning of the
‘word loyalty to those who bad acted
honestly and justly towards him while in
the department. He would like to ask
Mr. Wilson a few questions through the
Minister, and when he had done so the
Minister would agree with him. The
letter proceeded :—

I do not think it has ever been denied that
Mr, Inspector White is a most zealous officer,
who has not spared himsslf in the interests of
the departwent. A the same time I can
gcarcely indorse his implied suggestion that
all the burden, as well ag all the credit for the
success of the department, lies with him alone;
or that in carrying cut his share of the work
he has been able to accomplish a great amount
more than any other good man in his position
might have done, Whether he ia being ade-
quately compensated I am bardly in a position
to say—

Who would be in a better position to say
than the head of the department ?

not understanding very clearly what allow-
ances have been due to bim all along. I may
gay in conclugion, that I am glad to learn it is
now proposed to continue Mr. White’s services.
Otherwisa, with the gradual expansion of the
work, it would shortly become necessary to
appoint another geod man, we having no
officer in the department at present capable of
taking up such dutiss as will be required of

The letter pro-

an inspector in Mr. White’s position for some
time yeot.

Mr. White's letter, together with Mr.

, ; Wilson’s minute, was sent on for the
24, and could ouly snatch a few bours' | ) romation of the Minister for Lands.

The previcus minute was dated April
16th. This minvte reached Mr. Craw-
ford on 27th October, which was in
keeping with the red-tapeism so apparent
. in the State in times gone past. It got
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into the department on the 16th July
and reached Mr. Crawford on the 27th
October, three and a half months after-
wards. Mr. Crawford said :—

This file came to hand uwnexpectedly to-day
while looking for eome others. It hasa strong
bearing on Mr. White’s claim now before you
for travelling allowances. On page 2 he
admite that he made a claim for travelling
allowances, bat that it was refused and that
he was then content to await the recommenda-
tion of the Royal Commission. The Com-
misgion dees not seem to have recommended
that he should have allowances. According to
the foregoing Mr. White’s claim for £400
allowances has no grounds for existing.

The minute took three and a-half
nmontbs to reach Mr. Crawford, who
wrote this minute for the Minister's in-
spection, but the Minister did not &ee it
till 10 days afterwards, and he signed
it on 6th November., On the 2nd
November Mr. White wrote the letter
which the Minister had read to the Com-
mittee, stating that he was most unjustly
and wunfairly treated with rvegard to
sllowances, and that he could not submit
any longer to the way in which the busi-
ness was carried on by some of the
inspectors to whom he had to submit,
and that he wanted to be relieved of his
position. The Minister said to.day and
ingsinuated that Iospector White only
resigned becanse he had heard a hint
that the Minister for Lands when he
was at Northam found out certain things,
and that becanse Inspector White was
afraid to face the matter he had sent in
his resignation.

Tae MinisTer For LanNps: With
due respect to the hon. member, he
(the Minister) said that if Inspector
White took that course, it followed on
the reading of despatches which had been
sent by him (the Minister) to Ravens-
thorpe.

Me. THOMAS: The Minister con-
sidered that because of something he had
learned at Northam, [nspector White
had forestailed him and sent in his
resignation. He (Mr. Thomas), because

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. White was one of his conslituents,
was able to entirely refute that statement. |
On 30th October Mr. White met him at I
Coolgardie and went through the matter |
with him and introduced him to Mr.
Hewison, whom he (Mr. Thomas) had !
mentioned ecarlier. Inspector White
showed his letter books, and convinced |
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him (Mr. Thomas) that the inspector was
being unjustly treated, and he almost
went so far as to tell the inspector to
wire his resignation to Perth.

Tag Mivister ForR Lanps: Why
did the hon. member not tell the inspec-
tor to see his Minister ?

Me. THOMAS: That matter wounld be
dealt with afterwards. Mr. White stated
that he would go to Burracoppin, but
knew the department was going to send
him vp north, and that no provision was
made for his salary on the Estimates,
He suid that bhe was going to be dis-
missed, and did not intend to have his
dismissal when out in the bush but
wanted his dismissal amidst civilisation
where he could collect his kit. Mr,
White also told him (Mr. Thomas) that
unless he could get justice meted out to
him about his travelling allowances that
he would hand in his resignation to the
department and see that justice was done.
That was sufficient explanation.

Tue MINIsTER: It wasa fair inference
to draw that when tbe inspector refused
to see the Minister there was something
be was afraid of.

Mr., THOMAS: After Mr. White’s
resignation went in there was a letter
from Mr. Crawford to the Minister for
Fands. It was dated 5th November, and
the letter had a very distinet bearing on
the Minister’s action. The letter was
handed in on the 3rd inst. and was as
follows :—

On the 3rd inet. Mr. White handed me his

rerignation, and as I knew you wanted to see
him I rang you up on the telephone and
adviged you that Mr. White was then in my
office. According to your verbal instrmctions
then given I asked Mr. White to make out a
brief veport as to the condition of the rabbits
on the western side of the fence at the present
time, and to meet you, in my company, the
following morning atnine o'clock. Mr. White
stated that he had already written out one
report some time ago, and be refused to give
any further information on the subject.
He would deal with the questiou as to
the western aside of the fence when he had
finished with the file. The letter went
on to deal with the matter, but the Min-
ister had read it and it would appeur in
Hansard. Then on the 6th the Minister
wrote :—

By special messenger instructions have

' been issued for the imwediate dismissal of

Chief Inspector White and other supervisora
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along the line of fence responaible for the short-
comings of the various contractors.

Tae Mrmwister: That was based on
his own letter.

Me. THOMAS: On his own report.

Tae Minisrer: In which he said the
fence wasg in a bad condition.

Mz. THOMAS: Certainly. That was
on the file which he wished to have on
the table; the Minister had promised to
lay the files on the table.

Tae Mivisrer: It was not to be
expected that he would search all the
records of the office for himself,

Mr. THOMAS: The letter went on
to say:—

You will please note his refusal to supply
me with a report as to his recent deings and
also his refusal to see me in company with the
Director of Agriculture, [ understand that
all outdoor work has been under the super-
vision of Inspector White. After independent
inquiries have been made, I am possessed with
the information that the fence is not up to
specification and is altogether discreditable.
The Minister had stated that after an
independent inguiry had been made he
was * possessed with the information that
the fence is not up to specification.”
Why did not the Minister read the
inspector’s report wherein he stated
time after time that the fence was not up
to specification ?

Tuar MivisTEer :
plained.

Mr. THOMAS :
say :—

That was easily ex-

The letter went on 1o

He is seized with a burning desire to have
this fact made kmown, a.ppa.rently regatdless
of the fact that he iz one of those regarded by
the department as being primarily responsible.
A statement iz made regarding the appoint-
ment of Mr. James. Please advise me—1,
On whose recommendation Mr. James was
appointed to the pesition in the Rabbit
Department, 2, If he ia in any way
responeible for the coundition of the fence
to-day, please order his immediate dismissal.
Inspector White from his communication of
the 2nd inst. is apparently anxious to resign
before his dismigsal was effected, and submita
two reasons for so doing.

That was about his travelling expenses.

Tuae Ministrr: Why uot read the
firat reason ?

Me. THOMAS: It would be read.
In reference to the travelling expenses he
stated :—

I consider T have been most unfairly and

unjustly treated for the last three years in my
travelling and subsistence expenses not being

{12 Novenmsezr, 1903.]
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paid, and it will be necessary for me to take
action to recover same.

The Minister in reply to that stated:—
The firat is of course untenable and absurd.
Tae Mivisrer: That was shown in

another file in the department whicl the

hon. member could also have on the
table

Mz. THOMAS: The Minister went
on to say :—

The second he alone is entirely respomsible
for, inasmuch that the methods followed by
either Tmspector White or his staff have been
regulated, so far as I know, by Inspector
White himself,

The file then went on to show that Mr.
Wilson wrote to the Acting Director of
Agriculture :—

[n reply o the query in the hon. the Miu-
ister's minute on the preceding page, as to
upon whose recommendation Mr. Fred. James
was appointed to a position in the Rabbit
Department, I beg to say that he was first
casually mentioned to me by the late Minister,
Mr, Sommers, as an applicant for a position.
Later on Dr, Jameson (then Minister for
Lands) instructed me to give him a place at
the first opportunity. He was also recom-
mended by Mr. Surveyer Canning, under whom
he had been working.

Then there was a letter by Dr. Jameson
directing that he was to be put on.
Then appeared an initialled note inform-
ing Mr. James that his services were dis-
pensed with as directed. Then came a
cutting from anr article in the Press
which it was not necessary to read. Then
the Minister sent the following to the
Director of Agrieulture :—

Will you please have the following questions
answered by Mr. Wilson :—1, When I recalled
Inspector White to Perth was he not under
instructions to proceed morth to report on
timber, water, etc.? 2, On whose certificates

have the progress payments been made on
fence contracts?

The Acting Director of Agriculture sent
the following reply :—

Replying to above: 1, Yes. 2, Tn most
cages and whenever possible on Inspector
White's certificate : though there were occa-
gione when, owing to Inspector White not
being available, the certificate of the sub-
inspector in charge had to be taken to enable
the contractor to on. This occurred
twice, I believe, in Cocling’s contract,

The next paper gave the dates of the
payments to Cocking.

Tae Minister: The certificates.

Mr. THOMAS: Yes. The payment

_in 1903 on the authority of Inspector
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White and the March payment also oxf
the authority of Inspector White. He
would like members to cast their memory
back for » moment to the time when in
giving a history of the case he showed
where Mr. White had been. On March
12 he had passed 42 miles of Cocking's
contract as being eminently satisfactory.
The April payment was passed on bhis
authority because he went down in April
and May, as had been shown by the
letters read to the Committee. He
insisted on 15 miles of the fencing being
done before he would pass it, and then
he gave Mr. James a nasty knock over
the kouckles and said if there was any
more of that sort of trouble he would
write to the department and report the
whole thing. DBetween the 18th April
and May Mr. White saw Mr. James and
nsisted that the bad fence was to be put
i order; then there was a letter from
Myr. James saying that the fence had
been put in order. In May Mr. White
iaspected the fence and found it in order,
and passed amounts for £652 and £891
in April and May as being correct.
And while he was complaining so fre-
quently from June till October, every one
of those progress- payment slips was
signed by Mr. James.

Tae MinisTer said he had read Mr.
‘White’s own file.

Mr. THOMAS: The last item on this
file was a long minute by the Minister,
addressed to the Acting Director of
Agriculture :—

I note on folio 5 a clear explanation of how
Mr. Imspector White was left off the draft
Estimates as compiled by the department.
The late Director of Agriculture frequently
assared me of Mr. White's determination to
sever his connection with the department at
the end of the current year.

Tae MinisTER: Members should clearly
understand that he (the Minister) was
not responsible for leaving Mr. White
out of the draft-Estimates.

Mg, THOMAS said he admitted that;
but it had nothing to do with the question.
The minute continued :—

I now interpret his resignation proposals as
having been given as & means to induce the
@Government to increase the salary and allow-
ances paid. Whilat at Northam I learned that
Inspector White was at Burracoppin,about o
proceed northwards to inspect the country
lying north of & point 250 miles north of the
railway line. KEnowing that Surveyor Can-
ning has been for some considerable time past

[ASSEMBLY.]
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engaged on thie work, [ failed to see the
necesaity of Imepector White and an assistant
‘being despatched with horsee todo that which
Mr. Canning has found almost impossible with
the aid of camels.

That was perfectly sound; and Mr.
White's report to the departinent showed
the utter futility of trying without camels
to go through that country, and that he
had for three days been delaved in his
inspection by having to go to Coolgardie
to purchase a camel. The minute con-
tinued :—

Having meanwhile learned of the unsatis-
factory condition of the fence and the pre-
valence of rabbits to the westward of the
fence, I wired from ,Northam requesting
Inspector White to return to Perth. On his
return, no doubt learning that I was possessed
of thisinformation, he tendered his resignation
as per folio 9.

Tar Minisrer: That was the only
possible inference, and = fair inference.

Mg. THOMAS said he had understood
the Minisier to state, when he (Mr.
Thomas} said it was a fair inference, that
it was not a fair inference. This was the
inference which the Minister drew from
the circumstance, and which he noted in
the wminute :—

I note your comments on folio 10, and would
direct your attention to my reply on folio 11,
It is very clear that had I not recalled Inspec-
tor White, the resignation dated November 2
and headed Burracoppin would never have
been handed in.

Talk about inferences! Here were
definite statements by the Minister, on
his own file:—

I also note minute by secretary of Rabbit

Department, stating that in many cases and
wheraver possible progress payments were
made on Inspector White's certificates, details
of which are given on folio hereunder.
As to'the Burracoppin business, u wire
was sent on the 12th October by the
Minister for Lands to Mr. White at
Burracoppin : * Please wire me on your
arrival at Burracoppin for instructions.”
Mr. White got there and wired. He left
Coolgardie on the afternoon of Friday,
the 30th, and arrived at Burracoppin on
the 31st, and at 1030 o'clock in the
evening received a wire :—

Await instructions before proceeding north.
Acknowledge wire, also advise the secretary.
Mr. White wired to the Minister on the
2nd .—

Message received. Posted extract Kalgoorlie
Miner lust night. Suggest sending fodder, as
some of the dogs forwarded starving. .
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That showed that Mr, White did com-
municate when at Burracoppin, and the
Minister must regard the evidence as
satisfactory.

Tae MivisteEr: Yes; and that had
been explained in his spesch to-night.

" Me. THOMAS: The Minister rightly
inferred that Mr. White resigned becaunse
of something he bad learned after the
Minister reached Northam; and the
Minister was right in making that
inference and minuting it; but he (Mr.
Thomas) repeated that Inspector White
saw him on the 30th October and then
stated his intention of resigning, and this
was before the Minister got to Northam ;
therefore the Minister wight conclude
that this incident bad nothing to do with
the banding in of Mr. White’s resigna-
tion.

Tee MinsTer: That he would admit
willingly enough; and after investigation
he would probably have taken a different
view but for that letter of Inspector
White, whe if he had mnot written it
would have been retaived like Mr.
Wilson. As the hou. member acknow-
ledged, he {the Minister) bad no alterna-
tive on receiving Mr. White's letter.

Mr. THOMAS: With regard to
rubbits west of the fence, the Minister
took a firm action when he, vegardless of
expense, sent out a trustworthy man to
gee whether rabbits were there. But
Inspector White had cause for annoyance
over the matter; for months previously
he had recommended the appointment of

two men at £3 10s. a week each to '

destroy rabbits west of the fence. In
August, 1902, he reported that these
rabbits existed; and ever since until
he left the service he bhad con-
tinued to send such reports. He (Mr.
Thomas) was pot now attacking the
Minister, but the Minister's predecessor
and the Government. Most of these
events oceurred prior to the Minister’s
taking office. Mr. White's recommenda-
tion was not acted on, but two men were
subsequently sent nut, drawing apparently
£13 or £14 a week between them,
this presumably including all travelling
expenses. White naturally felt annoyed
at his recommendations being ignored;
and then, when the present Minister
asked White for a farther report of how
the rabbits west of the fence were getting
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given you my full reports time affer
time; you have disregarded them; T
will pot give you any more informa-
tion; I have resigned and finished
with the whole thing.” He (Mr.

. Thomas), being hot - tempered, would

on, White replied in effect, “ No; I have

probably have gone even farther. He
would have occasion later to refer to
this matter. In conclusion, he wished to
deal with these progress payments. The
explanation he bad just given, comparing
the dates of Mr. White’s own letters,
was amply sufficient to clear Mr. White
for the whole of the contracts. Mr.
White had to travel enormous distances,
and it was an impossibility for him to
stand alongside the construction of the
fence every minute, so he had to depend
on somecre. He did not want to sign
progress payments, as he told Mr
Wilson both verbally and by letters.
Mr. Wilson here in Perth filled up some
of the progress payment slips for various
contracts, and insisted on Inspector
White signing the progress payments.
He (Mr. Thomas) believed Inspector
‘White did inspect the greater part of the
work, but he could not do that when
travelling, therefore the secretary should
have taken, as he did in the rest of the
instances, the report of the sub-.in-
spector that things were all right. In-
spector White told Secretary Walson that
he did not want to sign these progress
payments for any work that he had not
thoronghly inspected and been in close
touch with, but Secretary Wilson in.
sisted that every progress payment skp
that went in when Inspector White was
available should be signed by I[nspector
‘White, and some of these were filled up
by Secretary Wilson himself. He (Mr.
Thomas) had looked at the press copies
of letters. It was impossible for In-
spector White to personally supervise
every single inch of the fence, and
for that reason sub-inspectors were ap-
pointed. Sub-inspector James was one
of them, and that sub-inspector was
at the root of the whole trouble.
Another was Warnecke, who was dis-
missed for passing bad work in Dwyer's
contract, and the man who got him dis-
missed was Inspector White. Tnspector
White reported against Warnecke, and
Warnecke's dismissal took place.

h'THE MinisTER: No letter was seen by
im,
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Me. THOMAS: One could infer that
from the remarks the Minister had made.
He believed in the honesty of the Minister
in this connection, and said the hon.
gentleman had been grossly deceived by
somebody, and had made a scapegoat of
the wrong man.

Tee MinmsrER: No.

Mer. THOMAS said he was convinced
of the honesty of the hon. gentleman, but
through the Minister's acting with youth-
ful jmpetuosity the wrong man had been
made to suffer. Inspector White was
not the man who went wrong in this
matter, but Sub-inspector James, who
went very badly astray. Inspector White
was on Sub-inspector James's track every
day. He reported to the depariment,
wrote to James himself, and-also wrote
to the contractor that he would have
nothing more to do with him, that he
insisted on everything being carried out
to the letter, or he would demand the
man’s dismigsal, which he did in the
letter of the 26th August. So far as one
could gather inspections were carried out
by sub-inspectors, and Inspectur White
considered that signing his name to these
progress paymeats was ouly a pro formd
matter. Inspector White was, however,
foolish in that connection, and should
have refused to do it. When the Secre-
tary demanded that Inspector White
should sign the slips, Inspector White
should have told the chiet to go some-
where, and should have gone straight
to his Minister and said he would
not submit to it. Had that been
done, the Minister would probably
have met Inspector White, and there
would have been no trouble and no occa-
sion for any minuies on the file for the
dismissal of one of the best public ser-
vants we had had in Western Australia.

Tae Mrivister: Did one understand
the hon. member to say the secretary of
the department demanded that Mr. White
should sign certificates for work he had
not inspected ¥

Mr. THOMAS: Yes. He was notin
possession of the files, but having looked
through all the letter-books he asserted
that one of the two men was a liar, either
Inspector White or Secretary Wilson,
and he knew the Minister was going to
find out during the next two or three
days who was theliar., He (Mr. Thomas)
had had an opportunity of going through
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copies of everything [nspector White sent
to the department, and letters which he
had received in comnection with corres-
pondence with Warnecke, James, Cocking,
Dwyer, and others,. He (Mr, Thomas)
considered that Inspector White was
being unjustly treated, and he knew full
well the Minister would inquire into the
facts. The conduct of the Minister would
be in keeping with plenty of other things
the Ministry had been doing during the
last three years, acting impetuously but
also acting honestly. No one could
doubt that, but if they made these mis-
takes they had to take the blame for
them.,

Tae Treasvrer: Of course Ministers
were willing to take the blame.

Mr. THOMAS: Charges had been
made against the department where
wrong had been done, and the Govern-
meant had to take the blame. Members
of the Opposition were in the House to
fight political battles, and they could not
allow everything to be smoothed over.
They had to see that wrongs were righted,
otherwise there was no veed to have an
Opposition. Many complaints had been
made against the Government and many
explanations had been offered. The
Premier said at Bunbury that there were
to be only two parties in the House. If
the Premier in the past was a firm be-
liever in non-party government, now that
he was in power he did notagree with the
principle, bat said that with the people
who had put him in power and kept his
administration going for three years, the
Labour bench, he had finished, and that
at the next election he would have no
rail-sitters. He (Mr. Thomas) was not a
supporter of the James Government, nor
a supporter of the Labour party. This
matter was simply in keeping with the
rest, and he simply referred to it because
the Government claimed that they could
commit no mistakes and do nothing wrong

. in administering the affairs of the State.

The Opposition believed it, provided the
Government told ns hovestly what was
done. The Government should not suffer
for any wrong honestly committed and
honestly admitted. He apologised for
going into this matter at length, but it
was in order to justify a much maligned
member of the public and to try and
see justice done that person. Now the
case was brought forward, the Minister
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would, he understood, see that justice was
done.

On motion by Mr. Jacosy, progress
reported and leave given to sit again.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 11-37 o’clock,
until the next Tuesday.

Legislatibe @Council,
Tuesday, 17th November, 1903.
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Tae PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4-30 o'clock, p.n.

Prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Coronisar SBeceETaRY: New
Parliament House, plans of buildings
now being proceeded with. Alterations in
Railway Classification and Rate Book.
Additions to gaol regulations. Conl-
gardie munieipality, by-laws.

Ordered, to lie on the table.

BAILWAY BRIDGE, WILLIAM STREET.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY, in
farther reference to a question asked on
the 13th October by Hon. G. Randell,
presented the following additional infor-
mation from the Railway Department:
“ The accommodation which has been pro-
vided, it is considered, will meet the case;
and there will be no cause of complaint.
It is out of the question to erect a bridge
for foot passengers.”

[17 Novemees, 1903.]

Municipal Bill, elc. 2107
AUDIT BILL.
ABSEMBLY'S MESSAGE, PROCEDURE.

Tee COLONIATL SECRETARY
brought up the report of the Standing
Orders Committee on Message No. 16
from the Legislative Assembly.

Report adopted, and a message accord-
ingly returned to the Assembly.

COMPANIES DUTY ACT CONTINUANCE
BILL.

Read u third time, and passed.

MUNICIPAL INSTITUTIONS ACT
AMENDMENT EILL.
SECOND READING,

Hown. J. A. THOMSON (Central), in
moving the second reading, said: This is
a Bill of a semi-private character, the
second reading. of ‘which the Colonial
Secretary has allowed a private member
to move, and I, as an old city counciller,
have been asked to take the measure in
hand. The Bill is very short, and frow
my experience of municipal work I think
it is a necessary messure, I was one
of the councillors who moved that the
city council should purchase a quarrying
plant, the reason being that it was con-
sidered necessary for the city council to
have a quarrying plant of their own in
consequence of the extraordinarily high
price the council were being charged for
road melal and also the scarcity of metal
at that high price. Very often, when
metal was required for an urgent work,
it was quite impossible to obtain it from
private sources. Therefore it was con-
sidered necessary in the interests of the
city of Perth to have a quarry and plant
established. That was in 1897, It has
been found that the Municipalities Act,
although giving permission to a couneil
or a municipality to borrow money
for the purpose of acquiring plant,
does mnot give power to use the
plant for their own requirements.
Singularly enough the Act does not
give power to the ¢ity coundil to employ
men to work the plunt or in any way to
carty on the works. The council have
power to purchase and erect works, and
this short Bill is introduced for the pur-
pose of giving power to the city council
to enable them to work the quarry in the
interests of the ratepayers at large.



